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GSU ARCHIVES 
Have a sa e & hayyy holiday season! 
Pictured above Ted Spaniak's son, Paul, stands ready to ring in 1998 
and to the right stands a symbol of the spirit of the holidays-- Happy 
Holidays, everyone! 
Student Senate 
elections are 
official 
Pearl Harbor was bombed 26 years ago 
December 7 A Commentary by Denise Graham Zahn 
. . 
ATTENTION 
Students Senate election results have 
been verified by the Student Senate Elec-
tion Committee. The following students 
have been elected as Student Senators: 
At 6 a.m. (Hawaiian time) on December 7, 1941, a Japanese fleet of 183 planes 
took off from aircraft carriers located 230 miles north of Oahu. At 7:02 a.m., two 
Army operators at a radar station on Oahu's north shore picked up the Japanese fight-
ers approach on radar. A junior officer they contacted regarding the sighting disre-
garded the notice believing it to be B-17 bombers from the U.S. The first bomb was 
dropped at 7:55a.m. on Wheel Field, eight miles from Pearl Harbor. 
For all those who : 
Paul Stovall, representing the Board of 
Governors 
DeDe Whiting, representing the Col-
lege of Education 
Jason Komenda, representing the Col-
lege of Business and Public Administra-
tion 
Walter Henne, representing the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences 
Frances Bradley, Matt Lake, Dominic 
Kuczwara and LeRoy Schmidt, Student-
at-Large representatives 
One position remains vacant. 
The newly elected Student Senators 
take office the first day of the Winter 1998 
Trimester. 
The crews at Pearl Harbor were on the decks for morning colors, singing The Star 
Spangled Banner. Approximtely 100 U.S. Navy ships were in the harbor that day. 
Eight battleships were damaged and five were sunk in the bombing. Eleven smaller 
ships were also badly damaged. Sixty-eight civilians and 2,335 servicemen were killed. 
One-thousand-one-hundred-seventy-eight people were wounded. A I, 760 pound bomb 
struck the U.S.S. Arizona causing the ammunition on board to explode, killing I, 177 
servicemen. Today, a memorial spans the sunken remains of the Arizona. It is dedi-
cated to all those lost in the bombing.The United States citizens rallied behind the 
president in declaring war on Japan. 
On December II, Germany and Italy declared war on the U.S., creating a global 
conflict. The war ended when the US. Dropped two atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. While it may not be politically correct to all those lost in the bombing to 
honor an anniversary that resulted in the release of two atomic bombs-our fathers or 
grandfathers fought for what they believed in -America. The remaining veterans of 
World War II are in their 70's or older. We need to pay our respects to them. 
have expressed 
interest in 
working on The 
INNOVATOR 
next trimester, 
please call Ted 
Spaniak at (708) 
748-2448. 
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News of the World 
AIDS IS NO JOKE: THE GOOD NEWS IS ... 
THE BAD NEWS IS .... 
by Dave Matteson 
Psychology & Counseling 
After 15 years of the AIDS pandemic, it's a relief, in 1997, to finally hear some good news. However, 
the media focus on the new drugs may have obscured some of the important issues that still need our 
attention. Here's a summary of both the good and bad news that's emerged in the last year or so concern-
ing medical treatments, the virus itself, and habits of prevention. 
MEDICAL TREATMENT. The good news about "cocktails": The development of new anti-viral 
therapies (using the new protease inhibitors and old and new reverse transciptase inhibitors) is helping 
many HIV · patients to be more successfully treated with less side effects. The quality and length of life 
with AIDS is much better for those who are getting these combination therapies. 
The bad news: These medications cost as much at $30,000 a year. The drugs have to be taken several 
times a day on a very strict schedule. Some must be taken with food. Others much be kept refrigerated. In 
some cases, missing a single dose can be more harmful than never taking the drugs at all. So only those 
who are disciplined enough to follow exact schedules are likely to be helped. 
Though the amount of HIV in the blood may be reduced, and in some cases disappear altogether, the 
virus may be hidden away in infected cells elsewhere in the body which decay more slowly, or it may have 
crossed into the brain where some of the drugs cannot reach it. Sequestered virus in follicular dendritic 
cells may hide for three or four years. 
A recent study showed that in about half the patients who started the cocktails when they were first 
available (March of 1996), the virus has begun to refurn. It appears that the new drugs temporarily knock 
the virus into submission, but for many if not most Of the patients, it will eventually come back. Unfortu-
nately, the disease is not being cured or irradiated. 
Since AIDS is increasingly diagnosed in women (up from nine percent of the cases in 1990 to 20 
percent in 1996), it is of concern that women seem to experience more side effects from the new medica-
tions than men do. Further, piling drugs on top of each other encourages the mutations that have made the 
development of a vaccine, and of treatments, so difficult. The virus itself keeps changing. 
THE VIRUS ITSELF and transmission patterns. The good news: Despite the constant mutation, HIV 
Virus I, the form of HIV that is most prevalent in United States, is not totally changing, but is mutating 
around a fairly constant protein core. This may make it possible to develop a vaccine that will ward off any 
virus that has this core. 
The bad news is, and this is really scary, that HIV Virus II, the form of HIV that is most prevalent in 
Africa and Asia, is now present (so far only in a small number of people) in the United States. This form 
ofthe virus developed primarily among heterosexuals, and is much easier to catch through penile-vaginal 
(heterosexual) intercourse, in contrast to HIV Virus I, which is spread most easily by anal intercourse (in 
both gays and heterosexuals). Now that new heterosexual transmissions outnumber male to male trans-
missions, as HIV Virus II becomes more common, the ease of transmission will increase and the epidemic 
could heat up again. 
More bad news: Even people who engage in sexual behaviors that were considered "low risk" are now 
catching the virus. A three-year study found that transmission through oral sex is occurring more fre-
quently than previously thought. Almost half of new infections in this study occurred among people who 
were in a steady relationship, and had not been having sex with anyone else in the month they were 
infected. In other words, people are getting infected because they are having relatively safe (oral) but 
unprotected sex with partners they have gotten to know. 
SAFER SEX BEHAVIORS. 
The good news: In both US and Western Europe, the numbers of new mfections have leveled off or 
declined. Even teenagers, who many thought believed themselves invulnerable, are practicing safer sex at 
higher rates than before. And this is not just interview or paper-pencil data-the rate of teen pregnancy has 
declined. 
The bad news: The U.S. doesn't look so good compared to other countries. Our teens are less respon-
sible than those in other industrialized nations. It's not that they are more sexually active; they are not. But 
that they trake less precautions. Our teen birth rates are at least twice those of other industrialized nations. 
And Chicago has the fifth highest rate among US cities. 
Directly concerning HIV infections, the numbers of new infections are down in Chicago itself, but the 
epidemic is moving more and more into the south and west sides ofChicagoland. 
Finally, though the epidemic is far from over, and the medical advances are too expensive to have 
much effect on the epidemic world wide, on the personal side there is good news: HIV'AIDS is one 
disease you can prevent. Learn exactly what is and is not safe, and behave accordingly. Both you and your 
partner can be tested in the privacy of your home. (See the update on home testing in men's and women's 
rest rooms at GSU). 
You can set the limit and not engage in penetrative sex with partners who you don't know well and who 
have not been tested. And, with partners with whom you do decide to have penetrative sex, you can stick 
to protected sex (using a latex male condom or the new "female" condom, and a water-based lubricant). 
With the "female" condom, more and more people are discovering that safer sex is completely enjoyable. 
You can protect yourself. 
What's new with the GSU Psychology Club? 
Students and members are pleased to have guest speakers attending the School Psychology Club 
meetings. Recently a local elementary school principal and special education teacher attended and spoke 
of real life experiences in the school system. They touched on the joys, frustrations, conflicts and rewards 
of being in each of their professions. Both having formerly attended GSU's programs, they were an 
inspiration and a delight to those not trailing far behind. 
Once again, congratulations to GSU's School Psychology Program for being approved by NASP, the 
National Association for School Psychology. The students and faculty are quite pleased and excited about 
the news. On behalf of the club and students, we wish to thank everyone who helped making the accredi-
tation a reality, especially Dr. Prasse and Dr. Krug. 
In the next issues of The rNNOV ATOR, we will be talking to GSU's finest- our School Psychology 
Program's students- to get their opinions and thoughts on the program, field experience and much, 
much more. · 
Stay tuned 
Leslie R. Thomas 
Secretary 
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Stuff you should know 
• • . • Director of Small Business Development Center at 
SIXty Alumni Academic Awards presente~ GSU Accepts Position As Project Manager for 
Valene Graser, Nancy • 
Sixty GSU students Kathy King-Meers Groat, Laurel McGowan and South Suburban Airport 
received Alumni Academic Crete Nadia Zayed Christine Cochrane of Crete, director of the Small Business De-
Awards of$400 this fall. Leah Marable, Jennifer Morris velopment Center (SBDC) at Governors State Universit} since 1984, has 
These scholarships are given Nunn, Pamela Riley and Marc Julie Hulbert accepted a position as project manager of the South Suburban Airport. Will-
to worthy students currently Wojtczak New Lenox iam Nowlin, recently appointed Dean of the College of Business and Public 
enrolled in degree programs in Elwood Jennifer Osman, Helen Administration, said · 
one ofGSU's four colleges. Tami Hugunin Pecho and Dawn Welch "When 1 first visited here, I was immediately impressed with the center 
To be considered sntdents Flossmoor Oak Forest and surprised that it was such a secret. It is one of the most successful centers 
must also have a minimum Alma Gibbs Nathanael Spann of which 1 am aware that is attached to a business school. .. The success is 
3.75 accumulated grade point Glenview Oak Lawn because of Chris Cochrane, and 1 applaud her for all that she has done. 
average and be enrolled for at Edward Burda Julie Kenyeri and Lauren "In her 14 years as director of the SBDC, Cochrane said many initiatives 
least six credit hours. Each Homewood Knight have been implemented. Those she is most proud of include growing the 
recipient is required to Celeste Hayes and David Orland Park SBDC into a regional resource for small business financing by adding a certi-
volunteer at least two nights Rogel Linda Cole and Cheryl lied development company, South Towns Business Growth Corporation, to 
during the alumni phonathon. Joliet Poulos the already existing SBDC service. The center serves more than 500 clients 
Recipients of the Alumni Lisa Campbell. Deborah Palos Heights each year and has assisted in providing approximately $30 million in small 
Academic Awards are listed in Sefcik, Kathleen Briick and Joanne Keltner business loans in the last five years alone. 
alphabetical order by town. Marcy Claussen Palos Park Cochrane received a B.A. in 1970 from the University of Wisconsin and 
Bellwood Justice Cheryl Kelly an M.B.A. from GSU in 1975. As project manager for the South Suburban 
Lore lie Thomas Frederick Williams Park Forest Airport, Cochrane will be reporting to Governor Edgar. Her responsibilities 
Blue Island Kankakee Glen Blanton, Patricia will include marketing the airport to the airlines, assembling the investment 
Gayle Holste Velma Green Hatz.is, Virginia Oestmann package for private investors and assisting in solving the "regional consen-
Bourbonnais LaGrange Park and Shelley Rybol sus" issue for the "Third Airport. 
Shirley Zhang Charles Olowu Peotone "Cochrane'sresignation from the SBDC is effective November 30, 1997. 
Bradley Lansing Ericka Voogt 
Barbara Milton Cheryl Cole and John Ryan South Chicago Heights 
Burbank Manteno LuAnne Sammons 
Jill Duba Robert Mauriz Tinley Park 
Chicago Markham Julie Been, Kathleen 
Sharon Breyer. Mary Kay Beverly Bronson and Frecke and Kimberly Hanna 
Dunleavy, Phyllis Levy, Francis Coughlin Willowbrook 
Patricia Lowry, Maria Melone Midlothian Steven Addair 
and Connie Schmitt Andrew Farrell Worth 
Chicago Ridge Mokena Marian Colon 
Eight GSU Physical Therapy Students Attend 1997 National Student 
Conclave in Phoenix, Ariz. 
Eight students in GSU's Physical Therapy program attended The 1997 National Student Conclave 
(NSC) in Phoenix, Ariz. 
More than 1,000 students from all over the country attended this year's NSC. Students had an 
opportunity to participate in the Mock House of Delegates and attend any of the nine clinical sessions 
that were offered. The sessions were on cardiopulmonary, acute care, geriatrics, neurology, oncology, 
orthopedics, pediatrics, sports physical therapy and women's health. 
The students also had an opportunity to have their resume evaluated and students brought T-shirts 
with them for aT-shirt swap. GSU student Lisa Zaide said their shirts were so popular, they had to take 
orders for them. The design was a list of 10 reasons to spend time with a physical therapist.Zaide said 
the networking aspect of the conclave was very important as was meeting the president of the American 
Physical Therapy Association, Jan Richardson. Students were also informed of trends in physical therapy 
education. 
GSU students participating in the conclave were Karin Bertulis of Plainfield, Daniel Diers ofThornton, 
Andrew Farrell ofMidlothian, Christy Goodman of Homewood, Michelle Johnson ofNew Lenox, Wendy 
Reils of Hazel Crest, Terri VerBeeren of Beecher and Lysa Zaide of Willowbrook. The trip for two oft he 
students was paid for by Student Life. The other six received scholarships from the Jllinois Eastern 
District of Physical Therapists. 
GSU Student Peggy Collier Awa17ded Ralph Turner 
Scholarship 
Peggy Collier of Robbins has been awarded the Ralph Turner Scholarship. This scholarship was estab-
lished by the residents of Robbins and other south suburban communities in honor of the late Ralph Turner, 
who completed both bachelor's and master's degrees at Governors State University when in his 60s. The 
scholarship is designed to assist returning students, who might otherwise not have the financial ability to 
continue their education. The Turner scholarship recipient is selected by Ralph Turner's widow. 
Collier said she saw the scholarship advertised on television and, though she did not think she had a 
chance at winning, she applied anyway. "I had the desire to go back to school," Collier said, "but not the 
money. [The scholarship] is helping me make a dream come true." Collier of Robbins, is personnel director 
and administrative assistant to the mayor of Robbins. 
Before working for the village, she was employed for more than 25 years at Sears Roebuck & Co., but 
was laid off due to down-sizing. Through the Dislocated Workers Program, she was able to attend school at 
Moraine Valley Community College, where she received an A.A. in business administration in 1995. Her 
goal is to earn a bachelor' s degree in social science at GSU 
For the past four years Collier has volunteered her services as director of the homeless shelter in Robbins. 
"I've always been interested in social work," she said. "Working with the homeless allows me to do what I 
like. Getting this degree will help me out a lot. 
"The Ralph Turner Scholarship Foundation ordinarily receives all its funding from an annual dinner. 
However, Ameritech employee Dawn Williams of Crestwood supplemented the funding this year with a 
total of $1,500 from two other sources - a private fund-raiser she organized for the foundation which 
resulted in $500 in private donations, and a unique Ameritech employee program designed to increase 
support for volunteerism and community service which awarded an additional $1,000. 
The Ameritech program awards contributions of up to $1 ,000 to organizations for which employees have 
volunteered eight hours a month for at least six months in 1997. This fall, the Ameritech Foundation has 
contributed $231,500 in grants to 202 eligible Illinois non-profit organizations, and $752,500 in such grants 
to 642 organizations throughout the country. 
Williams directed her fundraising efforts towards this scholarship in honor of her late husband Emory, who 
was a musician in Robbins, and also a friend of the Turner family. 
Loony tunes are more 
than exotic 
Most people are very familiar with the calls of common loons without ever 
realizing it. lnese exotic, distinctive, even haunting calls are popular as back-
ground sounds forTY and movies. Though in real life loons are heard only on 
northern lakes, the imaginary world of movies places them in deserts, tropical 
rains forests, and even on the open ocean. While such non-authentic uses of 
animal calls tend to make biologists wince, the practice is understandable. 
Loon calls have an unmistakably pure, natural quality which seems to symbol-
ize the essence of wildness. 
Dr. Ed. Miller, professor in environmental biology at GSU, has discovered 
that one of this bird's calls, the y~el, may be very distinctive for the loons as 
well. Looking for a way to tell individual male loons apart without having to 
capture and mark them, Miller tape-recorded yodels from males on many 
different northern lakes across a five-year period. Statistical tests showed that 
each male's calls were highly individual, even across many years, and could 
be used like "voice prints." 
A paper detailing this discovery, which has been sent to the British journal 
"Bioacoustics," will help biologists identify and track specific individual male 
loons. This is important, Miller said, for many types of research needed to 
protect loon populations, which are decreasing in Michigan and elsewhere. In 
addition, the findings suggest that loons should be able to identify one another 
over long distances by sound alone, reinforcing the idea that the human capac-
ity to recognize specific individuals by voice is shared by other species. Dr. 
Miller has studied loons since the 1970s and offers a graduate level field course 
in upper Michigan each spring. 
Learning in Context Program at GSU 
Receives Grant from JCCC Foundation 
Brandon Senter, CEO of the Governors State University Foundation, re-
ceived confirmation that the Learning in Context Program (LIC) at GSU re-
ceived a $5,000 grant from the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of Chicago (JCCC). 
The purpose of the LIC program is to help Ford Heights children aspire to 
and prepare for college and ultimately contribute to the growth and stability of 
a financially depressed region. Ford Heights is one of the poorest communi-
ties in the nation. The educational grants made by JCCC fund a wide range of 
programs including math, computers, literacy, foreign language, music, 
mentoring, college preparation and work skills training. GSU was one of only 
29 organizations to receive a grant out of 114 requests made to the 
JCCC.Shigeaki Tsutsumi, secretary of the JCCC Foundation said 
"The members of the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Chicago formed the foundation to provide a means for the Chicago area Japa-
nese business community to come together and support local education, arts 
and culture and to express our appreciation to the people of Chicago." 
As part of the mission of the JCCC Foundation, each year approximately 
$150,000 in grants of up to S I 0,000 are awarded to institutions, agencies and 
schools involved in education, cultural activities and the arts. The Foundation 
attempts to broaden its impact by issuing more grants of smaller size. This 
permits the Foundation to achieve its annual objectives even if its grants serve 
only as seed money for worthy projects. 
A second goal has been to seek diversity through giving to a broad range 
of organizations.Senter said that "We are very appreciative of the JCCC in 
providing dollars to further the LIC initiative in Ford Heights. The grant will 
be used to support tree tutorial services, the use of technology for teaching and 
learning. entrepreneurial and teacher training, mentoring opportunities and 
increased parental involvement in School District 169." 
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Thoughts for the merry-impaired: transcending 
''Capitalianity'' 
by Ted Spaniak, managing editor 
Every time the holiday season rolls around, I begin to reexamine the traditions that 
I am programmed to follow. I recently asked myself, "Are any of my traditions 
mean ingfu I?" 
It occurred to me that my traditions were the traditions of American society as a 
whole. Even though my heritage is Polish and French, my ethnicity is more suburban 
baby-boomer than European . When I was a kid, my closest relatives were Jack 
Brickhouse, Garfield Goose, and Oliver 0 . Oliver. 
Furthermore, whatever societ} told me was important and traditional has subse-
quently become m) traditions. This idea of societally-imposed tradition is epitomized 
during this holiday time of year because once again, ready or not, it is time for those of 
us who have been brought up in the culture of"Capitalianity" (capitalism and Chris-
tianity) to have a "merry Xmas." 
No\\ before you stop reading this column because you're afraid that I'm going to 
be a depressing kill-joy, ragging on and on about the commercialization of X-Mas, let 
me assure you that the ensuing diatribe has a happy and meaningful ending - perhaps 
even for those in cultures not practicing Capitalianity (and even if you don't find what 
follows meaningful, it's always fun to laugh at the dominant culture). 
I'll bet that people from many cultures feel that X-Mas and all the obligatory hoo-
haa that goes with it is insanely out of control. It appears that one cannot escape the 
obligations of the holidays without being regarded as an iconoclastic heretic; we must 
participate there seems to be no choice in the matter. 
This festive tyranny has us by the sugar plums, and each year we are set marchmg 
like toy soldiers (batteries not included) into the stores whether we're ready or not 
while the insatiable, maniacal, mercantile juggernaut - in its lust to feed its greed -
goes about mocking and patronizing our emotions and intellects by constantly remind-
ing us to be, at all times, merry! (I swear there's a happy ending.) 
A couple of Xmas's ago, I was being eaten alive by my own cynicism. I was 
walking around in a funk, cursing our culture and generally being very Scrooge-like. 
blamed the depression I felt on society. Then out of nowhere, inexplicably, I changed. 
I was strolling along through the 
falling snowflakes, enveloped in 
my Xmas blues, when I suddenly 
realized that society wasn't making 
me blue ... ! was making me blue. 
The thought made me stop walking~ 
·'Yes, the holidays are absurd," I 
thought, "but wouldn't it be better 
to acknowledge that fact rather than 
fight it? Wouldn't it be better to let 
society's holiday pressure force 
my thoughts inward in contem-
plation of my own personal truths 
rather than outward in bitter 
confusion over the societal hypocrisy surrounding me? Wouldn't it be a wonder-
ful challenge to tlee inside myself and find the intended truth and love of the 
holiday even in the midst of the absurdity? Wouldn't laughing at it all be more 
fun than brooding about it?" Of course, the answer to all these questions was 
"yes." 
The message of Xmas is "buy, buy, buy." The message of Christmas is 
"peace and love." Peace and IQVe, being an infinitely more substantial idea than 
buy, buy, buy, is also infinitely harder to comprehend. However, if peace and 
love are glimpsed at all, the journey past absurdity and inward to one's center 
becomes, in itself, a meaningful new tradition: the annual transcending of 
cynicism; the embracement of the crystalline kernel of truth that lies behind the 
superficial veil of society; the desire and ability to smile in the face of the 
materialistic feeding frenzy that blankets our holiday existence; the recognition 
that love is the glue of the universe. 
Dare I say it? Merry Christmas - everyone. 
Reasons to panic: A frightening look at cultural illiteracy 
by Ted Spaniak, managing editor 
"Okay, question #5: 'What year did the Pilgrims land?' Let's see, I used to 
know that - 1 think. Ahhhh ... l817. No wait. I better erase that- 1718. There. 
Okay, next question: 'On what coast did the Pilgrims land?' Oh, God. Ahhhh ... l'll 
come back to that. Okay, #7: 'What ocean did the Pilgrims cross?' Shit, I thought he 
said these were easy. Ohhhh ... l'll say - Indian . No wait, they FOUND Indians. 
Ahhhh ... Pacific. Yeah, that's right - 1 think." 
What you have just read is a dramatization of what could have been going through 
the mind of a junior college freshman as he filled out a Thanksgiving questionnaire 
that I made up. Although the internal dialogue i fictional, the answers are not. In 
fact, there were even more bizarre answers from others in this group of22 students. In 
fact, somebody thought the Pilgrims crossed the Arctic Ocean on their way to the new 
land. 
I got the idea for this poll from watching Jay Leno on Thanksgiving night. He had 
taped a segment of himself interviewing high school students at a football game in 
Burbank, California. It wasn't a gag. The students he talked to could not identify the 
most rudimentary pieces of information regarding Thanksgiving. It was shocking. 
So, I took some of Jay's questions and added a few of my own. What follows are 
some statistics and highlights that I compiled from the answers I received on the Thanks-
giving questionnaire. 
The questionnaire contained I 0 questions about the Pilgrims and was distributed 
to 22 junior college freshmen. 
Of the 220 total questions, there were 96 correct answers, 46 incorrect answers and 
78 left blank. 55% knew 4 or less. 45% knew 5 or more. No one knew them all 
although one student did know 9 answers; he was tripped up on the question "What 
year did the Pilgrims land?'' He, like I 0 others of his classmates, chose to leave this 
one blank. Sadly, there was one person - of average intelligence - who knew none 
of the answers. 
Unbelievably, "What year did the Pilgrims land?'' was the only question that no 
one was able to answer; eleven marked it wrong, and I I left it blank. Two students 
wrote down 1492. Two also wrote 18'17, but one of the students erased 1817 and 
changed it to 1718; ingle guesses included the 1600s, 1700s, 1814, 1849 (and my 
two all time favorite answers), 1936 and 1942. 
Of course, everyone knows the real answer is that the Pilgrims landed in 1789,just 
shortly after they had stormed the Bastille, cutting off the head of the Queen of Spain, 
thus proclaiming their independence from Great Britain and signing of a new constitu-
tional declaration of rights. They then set sail in three ships with their leader, 
Copernicus, looking for a new route through the Straits of Gibraltar. Somehow, they 
inexplicably landed in Dela\\arejust before the Germans bombed Pearl Harbor. ·rhey 
screwed the Indians and the rest is history. 
True highlights from the questionnaire on the Pilgrims: 
(The spelling is presented as written b) the students.) 
Question: Why did the Pilgrims come to America? 
(6) Blank; (2) In search of herbs and riches; (2) to explore 
Question: On what coast did the Pilgrims land? 
( 12) Blank; (2) West coast 
Question: The Pilgrims landed at a place that would eventually become which state? 
( 12) Blank; (2) Delaware 
Question: What was the name of the Pilgrims' ship? 
(I 0) Blank; (I) Pinta; (I) Quaker 
Question: What ocean did the Pilgrims cross? 
(6) Blank; (6) Pacific; (I) Arctic 
Question: What did the Pilgrims look like? 
(5) Blank; "People with goofy pants, socks, hats, etc."; People with an auster ap-
pearance; Indians; Mormons; Omish; Funny clothing that looked similar to Scottish 
people; White. 
Question: Where did the Pilgrims come from? 
(8) Blank; (3) Europe; (4) Plymouth; (I) Spain 
Question: Who were the Pilgrims? 
(2) Settlers that stole the Indians' land; The people who started Thanksgiving; Set-
tlers the Queen of England sent to look for a new land; The native Americans; People 
who hated their religion in Spain; People; Puritans. 
Interestingly, there were two questions that the class did fairly well on. Seventeen 
out of22 knew that "Plymouth Rock" was a famous rock associated with the Pilgrims. 
Five left the answer blank. Surprisingly, the other question that rang a bell with them 
was "Who was Squanto?" Sixteen identified him as an Indian who helped the Pilgrims; 
Six others left this question blank. One said that Squanto was an Indian "trib". Another 
said that Squanto was "an Indian they took from." 
I don't believe that this dearth of awareness has anything to do with the students' 
socio-economic status. This particular classroom was racially mixed and comprised of 
lower class, lower middle, middle and upper middle class students. Besides, even if 
one's parent(s) aren't particularly wealthy or educated, is there really any excuse for so 
many students not to know these basic facts? 
Educators and sociologists can come up with plenty of excuses why students may 
not know that the Pilgrims landed on the east coast after traveling over the Atlantic 
ocean, but are there really any legitimate reasons for students not to have this basic 
cultural literacy that so many previous generations had learned by the fourth grade? · 
Educators today seem to be emphasizing learning how to team, critical thinking and 
problem solving and not paying as much attention to classical methods of education 
that reinforce such things as history and dates. Granted, dates without the significance 
that surrounds them is pointless, but students today appear to be learning neither dates 
nor significance. If one looks at the results of my Thanksgiving questionnaire, it ap-
pears that some are learning very little indeed. 
There are undoubtedly some great educators in America today; however, if one 
looks at education in America 'as a whole, it is a frightening picture: a political quagmire 
fraught with ineptness, confusion over curriculum and pedagogy, and frustrated in-
structors trying in vain to teach children whose parents have not given them the tools 
necessary to succeed in life. 
It is a tragically ironic paradox in the present "information age" that today's students 
seem unable to obtain the information required to be culturally literate. 
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Thank you and Happy Holidays! 
by Denise Graham Zahn 
As this trimester ends, I will be moving on to other endeavors, but before I leave I 
would like to thank the many people who contributed their time, energy and enthusi-
asm to producing the best paper that we could. 
First, I would like to thank Student Life Director Tom Dascenzo and Assistant Mike 
Blackburn, as well as the Student Communications Media Board. Through consistent 
conversation we were able to move some things along that are now coming to fruition. 
I also want to thank Tom, Mike, Dean Patricia Carter and any others who partici-
pated in relocating The INNOVATOR office. (Obviously, PPO, Wes Coates and others 
were essential in getting things prepared for the move and the move itself.) 
The INNOVATOR is no longer located in a remote comer above the swimming 
pool. Instead, the office is situated in a highly visible and highly presentable office just 
off the Student Commons on the second floor. While it is still in disarray, already we 
can envision a much more pleasant working environment and hope that exposure to the 
many passers-by will invite others to participate in creating a great student publication 
I also want to thank the SCMB and those who assisted in evaluating and processing 
and approving the request for new equipment and software. Having a new computer 
with updated software, a CD-ROM with clip-art, a scanner and a digital camera will 
make producing the paper a pleasant and valuable experience for anyone interested in 
participating in its production. 
Those are major accomplishments. It has taken some time to get the ball rolling, 
and the pieces are still arriving- but it is happening! 
I also want to thank the people who participated regularly in getting the paper out. 
Ted Spaniak, has done a tremendous job as managing editor and photographer. His 
sophisticated intellect and wit has challenged and entertained our readers. His reliabil-
ity in taking photos and editing were invaluable. 
Dianah Hoving, our business manager, is the person behind the scenes, who has 
done a tremendous job in organizing, cleaning-up records, selling advertising and 
dealing with the customers. She's done a fabulous job. (We hope you will patronize 
our advertisers.) She not only sells the ads but mails out "tear sheets" and invoices. 
Professor Walter Perkins was on-hand to ensure that no legal bounds were crossed 
and to be a second set of eyes in the editing process. 
Of course, once again, Tom, Mike, the Student Senate and SCMB made working 
for The INNOVATOR a terrific experience. Together we produced a candidate's 
forum prior to the Student Senate elections. Though a first, hopefully it won't be the 
last! 
Cindy Kansoer-Schneider could always be counted on for stories, despite the fact 
that she was taking a whopping 24-credit hour load (some at another school). 
Karen Piejko covered the arts- "What's up with the shows?" page. A prolific 
writer, Karen never failed to tum in something- even at her busiest. I have concluded 
that neither Cindy nor Karen 
require sleep. 
Sherri Anderson was a 
major plus in getting the paper 
ready for publication every two 
weeks. She spent a consider-
able amount of time going 
through the desktop publishing 
tutorial. That takes determina-
tion! 
Ann Pace regularly turned in 
her much appreciated "Health 
Tips" and Thorn Dennis puzzled 
our readers every edition with 
his "Polygon Puzzles." 
In addition to the regular 
contributors, we had a variety of guest writers who told their "War Stories," pre-
sented their creativity on the "It Won't Pay the Bills" page, or international stories in 
"News of the World." Club members and other organizations also contributed 
information for the GSU community interest. Director of Career Services, Jim Opon, 
recently began a column that should be read by every GSU student because we all 
must leave the nest one day. 
I'd also like to thank Dan Lubovich, who saved me when the computer failed one 
day. If I failed to thank anyone I apologize right now. Those who contributed 
know who they are, and don't doubt that your effort was appreciated 
My satisfaction has been in getting the paper out every two weeks. It's out there 
for everyone to see and make judgment on. I judge it myself. One of the things that 
pleases me is when I hear comments that the paper is looking very professional. 
Certainly things can be improved or changed, but we provided some consistency. 
Just like a real world newspaper has a local section, an international section, a 
classified section- we did, too. Each edition included "Stuff you should know," 
Entertainment, regular columns, humor and international stories or war stories. It's 
been a team effort. I enjoyed working with the many people it took to get things 
done. Without the assistance and cooperation of those people, the time commitment 
would have been overwhelming. As I move on, someone else will step in with new 
concepts and innovations. With this paper, I pass the baton and ask that all those 
interested in making this paper an award-winner again, call The INNOVATOR office 
at (708) 534-4517 or talk to Ted Spaniak. 
Happy holidays! 
The child within Professor chosen to 
annotate Sci-Fi 
Channel Web page 
by Cindy Kansoer-Schneider 
Most people would agree that it is 
more fun to be a kid than an adult. I 
devote as little time to being an adult as 
possible; to make the world palatable, 
one has to look at it through a child's 
eyes to see the newness and wonder 
waiting to be discovered. I find 
nothing wrong with making snow 
angels, having snowball fights, or 
catching snowflakes on your tongue. 
There is no harm in scooping off the 
top layer of snow, tasting the layer 
underneath, and enjoying the bite of the 
icy magic. 
I remember when there was a time 
when 'Goodwill' meant more than a 
dropbox for old clothes. It was a time 
when the holiday season came and 
even the meanest, most obnoxious, 
most antisocial individual relented and 
smiled, extended a hand in friendship, 
and displayed humanistic traits inherent 
in all of us. What happened? 
Choirs once sang carols with the 
sole purpose of spreading joy; now 
the sole purpose is competition. Gift 
giving used to be a symbol of esteem 
and friendship; now it has become an 
obligation. "How can I help?" has 
become "What is in it for me?" The 
sentiment behind a gift has been 
replaced with how expensive it is. 
Instead of excited anticipation, the 
holidays are met with dread of bills, 
inconvenience, and overindulgence. 
Where did the magic go? A white 
cardboard box of store bought 
cookies replace the tempting smell of 
fresh baked cookies waiting to be deco-
rated. The flurry of decorating packages 
with paper, ribbons, and bows only exists 
behind the customer service counters. 
The mailperson's sack, once filled with 
cards of sentiment, is now stuffed to 
overflowing with bills that no one wants. 
Everyone would gather around the tree 
and share eggnog while deciding who 
would place the angel at the top of the 
tree. Today, forget the eggnog, no one is 
available to obtain a tree, let alone 
decorate it. How did we lose the love? 
No one appreciates the glittery quiet of 
newly fallen snow with no flake ever 
identical to any other; everyone gripes 
about driving in snow, points out how 
dirty it is, and what a nuisance it is to 
shovel the walk. The glitz and glitter, the 
beauty and joy, unlike any other time of 
year, is overshadowed by an ever increas-
ing electric bill. Santa is Dad or Uncle in 
a rented suite, not a mythical, magical, 
bigger than life entity, who never tires and 
never dies as long as someone has 
imagination. When did we lose the child 
in us? Once upon a time, there was a 
child who was loving and innocent in 
equal proportions. Daily sounds were not 
"sounds," but music. Daily sights were 
laced with magic and mystery. Imagina-
tion flowed like an unebbed river. Like 
nature, all things within the child's life 
were balanced Slowly, the child lost the 
innocence and with it, lost the love. 
Daily sounds became noise; daily sights 
became eyesores. The magic and 
mystery disappeared and imagination was 
stemmed as the child grew into a adult. 
Love that revealed similarities in people 
and tolerance for their differences became 
disillusionment that promoted intolerance 
for differences and concealed similarities. 
Life was no longer balanced and nature 
wept. The end of this story has not been 
written yet. Look deep within and you 
shall see the child pleading to be released. 
The music, mystery, and magic of life 
still exists inside the child. Love is not 
lost; it is only misplaced. This is the 
season of celebration. It is a celebration 
of all people of all races, religions, 
gender, and walks oflife. All it will take 
to recapture the illusive child is to believe 
in one's self and then extend that belief to 
include others. It is amazing how sweet 
the music is of laughter and friendship. 
Together, let us write the ending to read: 
"And they lived happily ever after!" 
Occasionally, I shed my cynicism and 
allow myself to believe in fairytales and 
"happily ever afters." In this, the season 
of celebration, this child wishes everyone 
laughter, love, and life! 
Eli Segal, professor of Media 
Communication (CAS,LJBA), has been 
chosen to annotate The Sci-Fi Channel's 
new Web page for 52 weeks beginning 
January I, 1998. 
Selected episodes of Segal's Peabody 
and Ohio State award-winning radio 
drama series Future Tense! and programs 
from his Grip ofT error and Audio Theatre 
series will also be featured, in addition to 
weekly replays of class science fiction 
dramas from radio's golden age. 
The Internet address of the Sci-Fi 
Channel is www.scifi.com. 
Student Health 
Insurance and 
Carpooling 
As the fall term draws to an end and 
the winter term is almost upon us, we are 
all looking forward to providing 
information to the students. 
Students should be aware that the 
Office of Student Life provides information 
on three health insurance options. Students 
decide whether to contract directly with any 
of the three companies. 
The Student Carpool is offered by the 
Chicago Area Transportation Study and 
theform is provided in the office. Once the 
student has completed the form, a free 
carpool match list is provided . This 
provides information about other students 
traveling in the same area. 
The Office of Student Life is 
continuously seeking ways to assist 
students in reaching their goals. 
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"Light it up": A Christmas delivery 
by Robert Kehoe 
. Before Robert Kehoe came to GSU to begin pursuing a career as a high school 
English teacher, he was an emergency medical technician. The following story is true. 
December 25, 1992. The radio crackled to life: "Unit 612 ... light it up for a woman in 
labor at 7716 S. Union going to the University of Illinois." 
Finally. For five hours our ambulance had been a lone fixture of a shopping mall in 
the yellow glow of the Dan Ryan expressway. Now, we dashed through the snow, 
siren wailing, in swirl of red and blue light. Inside, my partner and I pulsed with 
adrenaline. 
Larry loved "driving hot.'' Although I felt a certain thrill, it scared the hell out of 
me. 
" Hey Kehoe. have you ever delivered a baby?" he asked with a wry grin . 
"No. Have you?" 
"Negative, my friend ... but not to worry. She'll probably be in labor for hours." 
"Yeah, right." 
His words of assurance came up short. Please God - if she delivers, deliver me 
from breech birth , hemorrhage, and cord complications. 
We arrived in seven minutes. No time to waste. After scouring her on the 
stretcher. we loaded her into the rig. 
Her name was Alicia. She was 25 years old, about 5'4" tall and "all baby." This 
was her third pregnancy. Her water bag had broken. Examination revealed she was 
dilated about three centimeters. The pain had started a half hour before when she felt 
like moving her bowels. 
Larry hadn't even pulled away from the curb when Alicia grabbed my arm. 
"Sir ... SIR, I can feel the baby coming." 
"Larry, stop. I better check her." 
When I lifted the blanket, I was aghast - head presentation. Being the cool, calm 
professional that I was evoked an immediate response: Oh my God! "Larry ... Oh, 
Larry. She's crowning. What's the closest hospital?" 
St. Bernard ' s," he said. I barely heard him between the roar of the heater and 
Alicia's moans. "Light it up," I yelled. 
I broke open the 0.8. pack and scanned the contents: blanket, towels. gloves, 
mask, clamps and scissors. All set. I gloved up and put on the mask. 
Alicia was screaming nO\\'. I squeezed myself in between the stretcher and the 
bench. " Breathe .. . breathe," I said. 
Advice meant for both of us. 
The baby's head and face were visible now. Suction. The bulb syringe. Where 
was it? Frantic, I began searching. Ah, there it is . It had rolled under her leg. 
The child's face was turned away from me. While supporting the head with my left 
hand, I reached around with my right and suctioned the nostrils and mouth. I remem-
bered that newborns were nose-breathers. "Alicia, are you okay?" 
Her chest heaved. Sweat dripped from her forehead She responded by gritting her 
teeth. With a grunt and a push, the shoulders came out. I couldn't believe how fast this 
A Mythic Thanksgiving 
by Robert Kehoe 
Every year, in the month before the Light 
Returning, 
As set down in the writings of the 
Ancient Ones, 
The Spiral Arms of the Clan--
Flung far and wide over the Land --
Ones. 
Coalesce and converge 
At the Hearth 
of the Chosen 
Here, 
The Great Feast takes place 
in Celebration 
of Hunt and Harvest. 
Food and Drink 
are in Abundance--
A Cornucoia of the Fowl and Forage 
ofthe Forest. 
Tales are told: not only of 
Labors Long Past, 
but also, 
Of Moments fully Experienced: 
the Sun's gilded kiss 
on mauve, morning horizons 
the soft gaze 
of an infant's eyes 
an amber moon 
in a purplenight. 
silk caresses of summer's 
southwest breezes 
gentle nudges 
of lover's thighs 
the cackle and crackle 
of friends and fire 
fresh, fecund fragrance 
of forest in Spring 
giggles of children 
dancing among daisies 
Of Time, which all too swiftly, 
of Love Lost 
They eat. .. 
passes from the Past 
into the future 
and Love Found. 
.. . They enjoy. 
was happening. 
"You're doin' good, Alicia. I can't 
hold your hand, but feel free to grab my 
shirt." She did . 
My panic had gone. I was completely 
focused by the task at hand. "Suction, 
support, breathe" became my internal 
mantra. 
"We're almost there, sweetheart. 
Whenever you're ready." 
With a deep breath, another push, and 
a sigh, the infant slipped into my hands. I 
had never thought that something covered 
with blood and mucus could be so 
beautiful. 
"Congratulations, Alicia. lt's .a boy." 
Now, we were both panting. Ne9erthe-
less, her grimace curved into a smile. 
With firm, deft hands, I wrapped him 
in a blanket and laid him on a pillow 
between her legs with the umbilical cord exposed. I clamped the cord in two spots, 
about five inches apart, midway between mother and child. I cut the cord with the 
scissors. 
His pink complexion indicated good oxygenation, but I wanted to be sure no 
residual blood or mucus remained in his airways. Before bundling him up, I snapped 
my fingers against his heel. He rewarded me by howling loud enough to get Larry's 
attention. 
"Hey, Kehoe. We're here. What's going on back there?" 
"Larry, you're right on cue." 
I held the baby up. A wave of satisfaction washed over me as Larry's jaw 
dropped and his eyebrows stretched into his forehead. 
"Well , I'll be. Merry Christmas you O.B. guy, you!" he exclaimed. The 
emergency room staff pronounced both mother and child in good condition. No 
breech birth, no cord problems, no hemorrhages - just a normal delivery. 
Or was it? The experience for me was anything but normal. Amid the sounds of 
the siren and a mother's labor, somewhere between the pulse of yellow and blue, in 
the presence of new life - I discovered the true radiance of the season. After 
work, Larry bought me a beer and offered me a cigar. 
I hesitated. ''I'm not sure I can handle this," I said. He had a twinkle in his 
eye. 
"You can handle it, Kehoe. 
Just this once .. .light it up." 
They reap the Harvest 
of the Bounty 
in their lives 
Not only for the nourishment 
of their body 
but also, 
They eat and drink 
of each other's Spirit. . . 
The Soulful Sustenance 
which binds them together 
Within the Wonder 
and the Womb 
Of the Good Earth Mother. 
Final Humor 
by Sue Pinder 
Wots a fella ta do? 
the world's gone awry 
and everything's askew 
Wots a folia ta do 
Semester's 'bout to end 
all the papers are due. 
The teachers are screaming 
at me and at you. 
Will we live tbru the fmals? 
Our brains in a stew! 
Wots a fella to do? 
Campus Holiday 
Hours Announced 
GSU will be closed on the fol-
lowing days due to the holidays and 
between-trimester period: Wednes-
day, December 24; Thursday, De-
cember 25; Saturday, December 27; 
Sunday, December 28; Wednesday, 
December 31 and Thursday, Janu-
ary I. 
The university will be open but 
operating with minimal staff on the 
following days: Friday, December 
26; Monday, December 29 and 
Tuesday, December 30. 
The university resumes regu-
larly scheduled hours on Friday, 
January 2, and the Winter 1998 tri-
mester begins on January 12. 
A recorded 24-hour information 
line offers information on emer-
gency closing of the school. That 
number is (708) 534-4909. Radio 
stations would be notified, how-
ever, if the university should be 
closed due to inclement weather. 
If any emergency should arise 
on-campus, the Department of Pub-
lic Safety (DPS) can be contacted 
by picking up one of the on-cam-
pus wall-phones connected with 
DPS and dialing extension Ill. 
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PHOTO PINION 
What do like and dislike most about the holidays, and 
what is your most absurd holiday memory? 
Sherry Troike 
Like: Food 
Dislike: Traveling 
Absurd memory: I have no absurd memories. Make 
something up for me if you want. I don't care what you 
write. Well, okay, Sherry. I'll write my most absurd 
memory. 
Kirn Lall 
Like: The time off. It allows one to catch 
up on their life. 
Dislike: Thinking about how lonely some 
people are during the holidays. 
Absurd memory: I can't differentiate be-
tween holiday memories; they're all the 
same. That's the absurdity. 
MariAno Mailhiot 
Like: All the Polish food such as Czamina(duck 
blood soup), sausage, and perogies. 
Dislike: Having a small family of six that al-
ways fights with each other. 
Absurd memory: When my brother was in 2nd 
grade, he woke up Christmas morning to find 
nothing but coal in his stocking. My mother 
had put it there. He eventually received his pre-
sents, but not before he cried and cried. 
Senior aquacize and exercise group 
holds 17th annual "Senior Bash" 
7 
When I was in 2nd grade, my class had to write a Christ-
mas story. I thought I'd be clever and write a horror story. 
In the story, my dogjumps on my dad, eats his head off and 
sends him careening into the Christmas tree which then falls 
over and bums down the house. I was so proud of the story 
because I knew that I'd be the only one in the class with a 
horror Christmas story! I couldn't wait for all the amazed 
compliments and the oohing and ahhing from my parents, 
teacher, and classmates. Unfortunately, my teacher sent a 
nasty letter home to my parents regarding the story. I got 
in trouble. Gosh dam it, they just don't train teachers like 
that anymore. Genius is so misunderstood. 
The GSU Student Life Senior Aquacize Class held its 17th annual "Senior Bash" in the Student Commons. 
A pot lot event, these are local residents who use the GSU facilities for floor and aqua exercise-- andy 
Who is a Senior? What is one? 
A senior citizen is one who was here before the pill and the popu· 
lation explosion. We were here before television, penicillin, polic 
shots, antibiotics and Frisbees. Before frozen food. Styrofoam, ny· 
Jon, dacron, Xerox, Kinsey, radar, fluorescent ltghts, credit card! 
and ball point pens. For us, time sharing meant togetherness, con 
computers; a chip meant a piece of wood, hardware me!Jnl hard ware, 
and software wasn't even a word. 
Coeds never wore slacks. We were before pantyhose, and drip-
dry clothes, before ice makers and dishwashers, clothes dryers, freez-
ers and electric blankets. Before Hawaii and Alaska became states. 
Before m en wore long hair and earrings, and women wore tuxedos. 
We were before Leonard Bernstein, yogurt, Ann Landers, plas-
tic, the 40-hour week and the minimum "'age. We got married 
first...and then lived together. How quaint can one be? 
Clo cts ">\ere for clothes ... not for coming out of. Bunnies were 
small rabbits and rabbits were not Volkswagens. We were before 
Grandma Moses and Frank Sinatra. We were before Batman, Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer and noopy. Before DDT, vitamin pills, 
disposable diapers, Q.E. One, Jeeps, the Jefferson Memorial and 
pizza. Cheerios. instant coffee, decaffeinated anything, and 
McDonald's were all unheard of. 
We thought fast food was what you ate during Lent. We were 
before Boy George, J.D. Sallinger, and Chiquita banana. Before FM 
radios, tape recorders, electric typewriters, word processors, MUZAK, 
electronic music, disco dancing- and that's not all bad. 
In our day, cigarette smoking was fashionable; grass was for 
mowing; Coke was a refreshing drink; and pot was something you 
cooked in. If we had been asked to explain CIA, Ms., NATO, UFO, 
NFL, JFK, ERA or HUD, we'd have said alphabet soup. 
We are today's senior citizens ... a hardy bunch when you think of 
how our world has changed and of the adjustments we have had to 
make. 
Reprinted from the GSU Semors Photo album as published by 
Abbotl's Minute Printing 
have been for many years. 
Arta Dickerson, age 77, has been teaching aquacize at GSU for 17 years now, she said. 
The youngest in the group of about 50 is 62 years old, the oldest, 85. 
Their photo album was full of pictures of the group-- and their hearts full of memories, I'm sure. 
If your answer is yes, United Parcel Service 
has part-time loader and unloader positions 
available. Check out these benefits: 
+ 3-5 Hours Per Day (Mon-Fri) 
+ Comprehensive Medical Package 
+ Stock Participation + Employee Owned Company 
Call toll free I 6:!:!:! ill 4?! t:ill 
1....S7 '562 Accaa codo 4-409 
24 hours a day - 7 days a week 
Locations: Hodgkins/Willow Springs (1-55 & 1-294) Addison, 
Palatine, Northbrook & Westmont 
http: I lwww. ups. com 
I* I WORKING FOR STUDENTS WHO WORK FOR US. 
UPS IEUVERI EIIUCATIOI 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Holiday Music & Audio Drama 
by Karen Piejko 
Nick At Nite Records, a division of Sony Music, has released a number of 
exciting albums for the holidays . Here's the scoop on two of them. "It's A 
Wonderful Life, The Record'' is like a return to the golden age of radio. Who 
doesn't like the classic Frank Capra film? The problem is with the hustle and 
bustle of the season, who has time to watch it? Now, you can listen to it while 
riding in the car, shopping, cooking or whatever you're doing. (Just don't do 
it in class') 
Nick At Nite has taken all the dialogue highlights from the film and put 
them together in the fashion of an old time radio drama. The enchanting holi-
day story was transcribed from the original audio portion of the film and fea-
tures all the original stars includingthe legendary James Stewart. It's a very 
cool album and makes a great stocking stuffer. 
Nick At N ite has also put together "A Classic Cartoon Christmas, Too," 
which is sequel to their original "A Classic Cartoon Christmas." It features 
all the delightful songs from televisions greatest classic holiday cartoons. High-
lights include "Silver and Gold" from "Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer" 
and "Follow That Star," from "Mr. Magoo's Christmas." This cute compila-
tion album and was very well produced and includes humorous liner notes 
about the fantasy world that is created by Christmas cartoons. Both albums 
are available at stores everywhere 
Karen's Korner 
Local Musicians Need Your Help To Clothe The Homeless 
Kraig Kenning, nationally acclaimed suburban based recording artist, rs hosting his 
I I th annual holiday charity benefit on Tuesday, December 23 at the Beale Street Cafe, 
1550 N. Rand Road, in Palatine. There are a couple of cool ways that you can help. If 
you can, great. 
One way you can help is to volunteer your time on December 23 at the benefit, or on 
December 27 delivering coats to the homeless. (If you can volunteer, call: (630) 830-
4521 .) Another way you can help is to attend the big show! 1 he donation for the big 
show, which features a variety of local and national talent, is three dollars with a used 
winter coat or warm winter clothing, or seven dollars without a clothing donation. In 
return, you'll receive non-stop entertainmen.t from 8 p.m. to I a.m. on December 23, 
plus your donation will greatly help someone less fortunate. 
Ralph Covert ofThe Bad Examples is scheduled and Dave Anderson of the 1-Lites. 
Naturally, Kraig Kenning will perform and many other bands are being scheduled. All 
musicians volunteer their performances for this event, and you never know which mu-
sic celebrities may pop up. This benefit is unique, because Kraig Kenning and other 
volunteers go out into the streets .and personally deliver these coats to the homeless. 
In addition, all money that is collected is u ed to purcha e grocery store gift certifi-
cates that the homeless can redeem for food . 
Hope you can help, if not, remember there are plenty of places in your own commu-
nity that need people just like you to volunteer an hour of time, or some spare change, 
not just for the holidays. but all throughout the year! 
Happy Holidays! 
Illinois Philharmonic is coming 
The Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra willl perform at the Center for Performing 
Arts on Sunday, January I 8, at 3 p.m. 
Casual Classics will be presented in a relaxed atmosphere with pre-concert activties 
and an engaging stage commentary by Maestro DeLeone. 
Tickets available at The Center Box office or by contacting !PO at (708) 481-
7774. Price ran e fr m 16 to 42. hildren 's ticket ran •e from $8 to$ I 3. 
Album: Refried Rice 
Artist: Ronnie Rice 
Sunlight Records 
Released: I 2/97 
Refried Rice rocks! Chicago's own Ronnie Rice finally has a CD of his own and it 
really, really rocks. There's no "New Colony Six" on this thing, no way Jose! Just 
Ronnie Rice in all his glory. Rice had many hits and continues to record and perform 
today. Refried Rice is a discography of the artist's music before and after his affiliation 
with "The Ne\\ Colony Six." Refried Rice is a compilation of new and old music, 
carefully blended with some rare, off the wall novelty sounds. 
The new material outshines the old stuff, no question about it. The best tracks are 
"Come In From The Pain," "Guard Up" and "Sometimes I Can't Be There," which 
emanate with a modem country rock sound. "Been LooKing For Someone" has re-
ceived a lot of air play in Chicago and is truly a musical masterpiece. The older songs, 
at the beginning of the album, are rare recording from the beginning of Rice's career. 
Some were transcribed from the original master tapes, while others were taken directly 
from vinyl.ln all, there are 28 fabulous songs. 
The combination of new and old music makes it a real crowd pleaser, especially for 
upcoming holiday parties. It also makes a cool stocking stuffer for anyone who loves 
that homegrown Chicago rock-n-roll sound. I've said it before and I'll say it again, in 
Chicago, Ronnie Rice rules! Get your Refried Rice today! Refried Rice is available at 
Beverly Records or by calling Sunlight Records at (800) 364 - 8611 or (3 I 2) 527 -
2003. 
GSU Awarded $180,000 annual grant 
for four years 
GSU has been awarded a Student Support Service Grant from the U.S. Department 
of Education in the amount of$180,000 per year for four years. Peggy Woodard, direc-
tor of Student Development, said "This is a pretty big deal, and we are really excited 
about receiving the grant!' Many institutions applied for grants, but GSU was one o 
only 128 to have new programs funded. 
The function of the grant is to target colle&e students who are fust generation. low-
income and/or disabled, provide support services to ensure that they matriculate into the 
university through graduation and into careers or graduate school. First generation 
college 4tudents, said Woodar~ generally do not have support systems in place to help 
them ~et dlrough college. CQ~uently, this grQUp has a very high drop-out rate. The 
grant ~provide the funds to hire personnel who wijliJIPport these students so that 
they don't get frustrated and quit. 
"We will help at cveryjU!lClUR, .. WoOdard iiid. ~ stUdcilts will be supported 
by a SpecialP.rpjec:t ~er and counselors de\totecl specifiC:ally to helping them through 
~o.n. acpic and pCrsQDal ~Un" '¥.to~ career services and an~ing 
Conlbiued on e 9 
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We Survived The Great 
Debate '97 
by Karen Piejko, 
GSU, America & Peter Wilson, UN I SA, Australia 
Students on two separate continents, on opposite sides of the world, have completed an extraordi-
nary experiment in distance education. The students demonstrated remarkable communication skills as 
they researched, compared notes and fmally conducted the debates in a logical, timely, orderly fashion. 
It was not without its share of flaws, but it was an outstanding achievement just the same. Well, this is it, 
the end of a journey between nations via cyberspace. No more e-mailing of Big Macs and off the cuff 
remarks about kangaroo poop, koala bear crud and dorky American teachers. And now, my special 
guest columnist Peter Wilson, from the University of South Australia, is going to hash it out, right here, 
right now, with yours truly! 
Peter Wilson (Australia)Notice Board Topics Crocodiles, lost debate partners, logic tests, horse races 
and young bucks rubbing horns? Is Hungry Jacks better? Is this what our nations should be talking 
about? Karen Piejko (America)Notice Board Topics Ducks, dorky teachers and doorknobs? Whatever! 
I think people engaged in such trivial topics as a way of breaking the ice, so that they were more 
comfortable when it came to collaborating on the serious issues that were presented for the debates. P~r 
Wilson (Australia)- Debate HighlightsMy highlight was the "It's All My Kangaroo's Fault" message 
(A Humorous Article On Our Debate Notice Board.) It had a very nice "Simpsons" theme throughout 
In Australia, we watch your American 1V programs, so you can talk to us about them. I loved the movie, 
"Animal House." 
Karen Piejko (America)- Debate HighlightsMy highlight was David's Ultimate Junk Food meal! 
By the way, I'm still waiting for someone to e-mail a Hungry Jacks Double Whopper from Australia! 
And don't be stingy with the fries! Another highlight for me was the actual process of using the internet 
Before Professor Muchnik taught me, I thought you needed a surf board to surf the net! Go figure! 
Everyone will be happy to know I have evolved, and I now know that a computer mouse does not eat 
Swiss cheese! 
Peter Wilson (Australia)- Thoughts On The Debate We have to ask ourselves, how has the world 
benefited from young, fit kiddies, from many great nations, hav'n a fiddle interfacing in international 
sincronicity with able supervision and direction from two highly educated people? 
Karen Piejko (America) - Thoughts On The Debatel think we have all benefited from the fact that 
young, fit kiddies were communicating with each other in pursuit of a common goal. It demonstrated to 
the world that great things can happen if we all work together. As for "the able supervision and direction 
from two highly educated people," forget it, grades have already been posted! Remember, the real secret 
for sucking up is to bake chocolate chip cookies! 
Peter Wilson (Australia)- Vocabulary Lesson In Australia, the word "Goon" is short for Flagon, a 
large liquid container. 
Karen Piejko (America)- Vocabulary Lesson In America, "Goon" is another word for "Dorky!" 
Peter Wilson (Au. tralia) - 'J1Jin I'd Like To Sa Havin con idered that the consequ n · of 
publishing my thoughts might lead to some international publication, probably based in the good old U 
S of A, I'd just like to set a few things straight. We don't ride Kangaroos in Australia! Hungry Jacks 
(Australia's Burger King) & Me Donalds are highly addictive .We, in Australia, don't kick people "up 
the bum" as a form of punishment! 
We like to have fun, especially at somt:one else's expense. We like winning your American things 
uch as Oscars, America's Cup and Baseball, but we do like beating the English much more! • harks 
don't eat people all the time. 
Crocodiles are respected and known to dine on odd stray human. We have the best food in the world, 
because we have cultures from all over the world. We watch your American lV programs. 
Karen Piejko (America)- Things I'd Like To SayWe don't ride Kangaroos in America, we ride 
squirrels instead! Me Donalds is highly addictive, and ·so is Burger King (Our Version of Hungry 
Jacks!)ln America, we don't J...ick people "up" the bum either, instead we just kick them "in" the bum! 
We love to have fun at our professors' expense' Sharks & crocodiles live in the GSU lake out back! 
(No pun intended, the lake really is out back, it is located behind the school!) Sharks have been known to 
dine on professors! 
Professors taste the best when coated with Heinz 57 sauce, at least the GSU crocodile said so! We, in 
America, have food from cultures all over the world as well. We are a "Melting Pot. 
"When all else fails, just grin it, and call it "Dorky!" 
Peter Wilson (Australia)- The Last Word 
We have an enormous amount to learn from our indigenous people who have lived on the driest land 
mass for 50,000 years. We are currently having our deepest social examination on this issue. 
Karen Piejko (America) -The Last Word 
We have a lot to learn from all the people in the world around us. Each person has come to this world 
with a special gift and it is up to all of us to communicate with each other and share our special talents and 
gifts. We have a lot to learn about making this world a place of peace, love and harmony. The Great 
Debate '97 has brought us one step closer to achieving world peace and is a S)mbol of cultural diversity 
and unity. 
Colllinuedfrom page 8 
else that might be a stumbling block for them. 
"We will connect them with fmancial aid and career services. We'll take field trips to 
make them aware of careers and graduate programs, if they want to continue their education 
from here. We'll connect them with student life and diversity programs, as well as offer 
them leadership opportunities," Woodard aid. 
In order to have the grant funded throughout the four years, Woodard said that GSU must 
show each year that it is providing appropriate services to these students, that it is retaining 
the students and that they are progressing academically. "After four years, we will apply to 
have it refunded." , 
The program will be implemented in January I 998. One hundred fifty students fitting 
the criteria will be identified each year through GSU's financial aid office and through the 
undergraduate orientation program. In addition, some community colleges have implemented 
a similar program and connections will be made to transition those students into GSU and 
continue their support. , 
Woodard said that if there are mOre than 150 students fitting the criteria, the first 150 
identified will be placed in the support program, but the others would not bo "thrown to the 
wind." They will receive support through other avenues until they can be initiated into the 
program next year. 
Leap in' 
Lizards! 
Is it 
Annie 
or 
Karen? 
by Denise Graham Zahn 
Leapin' Lizards! Is 
Karen Piejko or Little 
phan Annie? 
Graduate student Karen 
9 
Piejko put a unique, but typical Piekjo touch, on the presentation of her 500-page 
(reduced from 600 pages in order to get it in the binder) Master's thesis on the 
history and evolution of Little Orphan Annie. She accompanied the thesis with 
45-minutes of"Annie" song and dance and a narrative which she composed and 
had fellow graduate student John DeYoung read. 
In her usual gung-ho style, Piekjo packed the room with Annie memorabilia, 
including posters, albums, comics, statues, music and dolls. And she tailored her 
presentation to the audience, in particular the faculty committee members. Annie's 
props included Perkins Pickles (in honor of Professor Walter Perkins), Segal Suds 
(alluding to Professor Eli Segal), Kong's Cookies (baked for Professor Ana Kong) 
and a bonus of Muchnik Mushrooms for invited guest Professor Mel Muchnik. 
While the narrative told the history of Little Orphan Annie and Daddy 
Warbucks, the song and dance performance entertained and amused the small 
audience - and hopefully impressed the committee. 
Anyone who can sing a capella and stay on key impresses me! 
The Chicago Area Runners Association offers these 
tips for winter runners 
"Don't wear sweatshirts or sweatpants when you run in the winter, "warned 
David Patt, executive director. "You'll overheat and could suffer from hypothermia. 
You should feel a little chilly when you first go out. 
Also, wear material that wicks a\\ay moisture. Wear a wind-resistant jacket. 
Wear Lycra tights or wind pants. Cover your head, ears and hands. Put chapstick 
on your lips, and wear sunglasses to prevent snow blindness. 
COLLEGE GRADUATES 
P anning Your 
Future? 
Choo ing a career path after 
graduating from wllcge can be 
a fornudabk endeavor. You 
dun't want to ~omm11 more 
years of )'<IUr hfe to trammg. 
nnl} to end up w11h an un er· 
t.un profe\sional future. 
Before you choose. male 
>ure you tall.: tu the people at 
Prudential Securilit\ . rhe name 
yuu know. R<><:k Sohd . And a olid 
choice "hen 11 coniCs to a Finandal 
Ad' i\or Training Program. 
Bu1ld )OUr future''" 'olid gruund . 
Choo c Pruden11al Sccurit1C:s . Fur 
onlidenual cnn>ldcrallon . plea ~ 
fax or fon' ard ) our rc,umc to the 
3ddres' below 
Leslie Harmt!l 
We are looking for tho. 
individuals who can look 
l>ack at their college expe· 
rience and talk to U> about 
what et them apart from the 
cro" d . Were you a carnpu> 
leader. a top \tudent, an ouhtand· 
111g \\Orl..cr, a tup athlete? Have you 
alv. a} n c:n hi the top of the thing> 
}' u ha\e cho,en to be mvolvcd in? 
If :my o r all of this ,ound-.like you. 
\\C ma} h:l\e the careeruppnrtunity 
that you ha\e l>een lonl..ing for. 
Prudential Securities offer ; 
• A 1\\o·ycar. cnmprchensi\C. 
compan)·paid traimng 
program. "id ly regarded us 
one of th be 1 in the indu,tl) . 
• \'er compctilln! alary and a 
gr.Jdualtran,llion lUll luaaii\C 
l"Oillllll"lllll s)\1 111 . 
Regional Recruiter • Ready a.:ccss w analy'1' and 
One North FranJ./in, S11ilt' 550 re,car.:h w bc:nclil }Uur 
Chicago, IL 60606 clients nnd you. 
Fta: (3/2 ) 629-3049 
E-mail · LI:SmCIIJ@aol.com I'Bt p d t•a} 
Opportunitie' are ~ fU en l avaita~le throughout ~ Securities 
the i\11dv.est. 
Vi>il our \\cb >ite at 
www.prusec.com 
f ".qowl Upporlwnu.-
fmplt~<t r t~fllmiVI 
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It's December and you need a job. You've just graduated and you've got bills to 
pay and presents to buy. You look at the paper and the want ad section is down to a 
thin few pages and the only jobs you find are for part-time temporary positions. 
What do you do ? 
You ask some friends for help. Their response is "You'll never get a job during 
Christmas; wait until after the New Year's or "You'll never get anyone to talk to you-
they're all at parties." 
Your confidence fades. "Well, since I'm stuck until after New Year's, I'll just put 
things on hold for awhile and get into the holiday spirit- or spirits for that matter." 
Many of us can share this experience of needing to find a job during the holidays. 
And to be honest it is a difficult time to look for a job. People and the organizations 
they work for are less focused on business during Christmas; people do take more time 
off at this time of year and companies often put important hiring decisions off until 
after the New Year. 
But these realities should not prevent you from making whatever progress you can 
to advance your career. They are not an excuse to shut down your job search. 
Well, you ask "What should I be doing?" 
First of all, don't give up on finding the position you want. Many organizations do 
hire during the holidays. It is especially true this year because many firms are in need 
of qualified workers. Keep your job search active. Follow all leads and contact any 
that seem promising. Remember for every job hunter that quits looking during the 
holidays, you have one less person to compete against. Your odds can actually 
improve for the available jobs because of all those dropping out. 
While it is true that many people and organizations keep a less intense schedule 
during the holidays, you can use this factor to your advantage. This is a good time to 
network. Try to go to parties and functions where you will come in contact with a 
variety of people. Make an effort to meet as many people as you can. Have some 
general purpose business cards printed. (They should have your name, address, phone 
and E-Mail address.) These can be given to those promising prospects you meet. 
They're also handy for writing down names and addresses of potential contacts who 
don't have business cards. 
Along with networking comes information interviewing. This is the process of 
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meeting with a person doing the type 
of work you are interested in order to 
gain a better insight into that field. 
Identify several prospects and ask 
if they could spare you a half hour at 
lunch or after work. Prepare some 
general questions and get as much 
information from them as possible. 
information interview is your most important source for inside information of careers 
and organizations. 
The holiday season can be a promising time for information interviews since many 
individuals may have a less structured schedule during the holidays. They may be 
more available now than at any other time of year. If you do have difficulty in getting 
job or information interviews, the holidays are great times to do your research. All 
successful job seekers need to conduct serious research on their potential careers and 
potential employers. 
Make an appointment with a r.esearch librarian. Have that person show you the 
resources available for conductio~ a job search. Check out the periodicals, trade 
journals, directories and other reference materials. Also have the librarian show you 
any computer-assisted technology the library offers. Many public libraries now 
provide Internet access for clients. 
Finally, don't let the fact that you are looking for a job during the holidays get you 
discouraged. While you need to keep working seriously toward·finding employment, 
don't let your situation consume you. Keep active. Stay involved in social activities. 
Don't avoid people just because you are out of work. The greatest enemy to your 
success is discouragement and depression. It is important that you maintain a healthy 
attitude during this time. We grow stronger as we meet our challenges. 
Remember this as a time when you met and mastered a difficult challenge. If you 
are in need of assistance in your job search or have any questions regarding the issues 
in this article, feel free to call the Career Services Office at x5080 on campus or at 
708-235-3974 from off campus. 
Have a Happy Holiday ea on from all of the Career Services Staff. 
New Cherry Coke Web Site Urges Visitors to "Do Something Different" Online 
Competition Seeks Creativity in Writing, Design and Music 
How does a budding screenwriter get attention for his creative concepts? How does 
an aspiring designer begin to stand out from the crowd? How does an unpublished 
composer get an "ear" for her works? How do all of them see the future? 
The answer: www.cherrycoke.com. Starting December 2, the Cherry Coke Web 
site will offer visitors the chance to express themselves creatively in a variety of medi-
ums - music, art and writing. Each month, for four months, another competition will 
begin. A panel of judges will award Cherry Coke hats to 24 semi-fmalists and a Sony 
digital camera to a finalist in each of the four competitions. At the end of the four 
competitions, the Internet community will pick one grand prize winner from the four 
fmalists, who will receive the ultimate grand prize- his or her own theme page within 
the Cherry Coke Web site. 
Visitors will have a chance to compete in:• Composing music - Special software 
will offer the tools to create a tune, listen to it and submit it.• Design the world of the 
future- Use your imagination and some computer design tools to visualize how things 
could be.• Writing a movie treatment - Choose from a cast of characters and craft a 
drama worthy of the silver screen.• Designing Web screens- Create new wallpaper for 
your computer screen. 
The contest is only open to U.S. residents. No purchase is necessary. 
Michael Wasniowski's Commentary on Life 
through Digital Imaging seenextpage 
What Makes the Monkey Dance 
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Our Lady of Athletic Footwear 
Laugh at Yourself 
Michael 
Wasniowski's 
''Purgatory'' 
by Ted Spaniak 
GSU's Michael Wasniowski doesn't con-
sider what he does to be art. "I only had one 
piece [in the show] that I considered art; the rest 
was a political statement or a statement about society." 
Hmmm. That's funny. When I saw Wasniowski's show "Purgatory," in the GSU Art Gal-
lery, I thought it was some of the most compelling "art" I'd seen in ages. 
"Originally, I wanted to destroy the show when it was over but because people enjoyed it, 
I decided to continue showing it." 
Oh, these artistes. But what is art anyway? There are I 0 definitions in my dictionary, all 
of them obviously wrong. I can't help it; when I see a computer generated image of Jesus with 
a television for a head, I believe that I am in the presence of great art. Wasniowski's aesthetic 
sense is fun to look at, but then he serves up extra delights through biting observational subtext. 
"My work is like a puzzle. I've always liked Rubie's Cubes; I like to think. I like land-
scapes, but I can look out my window and see one of those . [When I go to an art show], unless 
there's something else going on [besides the surface aesthetic], I have a tendency to move on 
to the next art work until I find something with depth." 
Unlike Wasniowski, I hate Rubie's Cubes and puzzles, mostly because I have neither the 
patience nor the type of intelligence necessary to solve them; however, I find lingering over 
the work of Wasniowski extremely gratifying. Perhaps it is because there is no objective 
mandate to appreciating his "art." He is not asking the viewer to solve it- only to consider 
the subtleties and layers of meaning implicit in the collective image. So Michael, why "Pur-
gatory?" 
"The theme of the show is Purgatory. Whe I was working on my B.A., I was in a stasis, not 
advancing nor falling back. 
I loved the bad oil paintings on the wall. 
"You noticed. Most people didn't even notice the installation." 
Wasniowski is referring to a mock living room - the living room of the American 
"Everyman." In the middle of the gallery, there are things like a couch, coffee table and a 
television. Food wrappers litter the floor. A time magazine with a picture of Lady Di stares 
out. Two "K-Mart-ish" landscapes adorn the walls. There are Reebok shoes on the floor and 
a Chicago Bears blanket on the back of the couch. 
"Most people didn't even notice it was part of the show. They thought they could just sit 
down and relax. There is a lot of detail in this installation, and I wanted to see how much 
people would notice. It's interesting that they didn't realize that this living room setting is 
their living room setting." 
Wasniowski relates that essentially, he is making fun of himself, culture and society by 
putting a I iving room setting in the gallery as part of the show. He's ticked off at the people 
with blinders on- the one's who come home from work, turn on the TV and shut out the rest 
of the world. He's worried about us losing our freedoms because we are not paying attention 
to anything but the TV. So did anyone get upset about Jesus with the television head? 
uNo.', 
That's terrible. I'd be kind of pissed off that no one was pissed off. 
"No one had much to say about that, but I did have some people who wanted to buy 'Our 
Lady of Athletic Footwear.' The inspiration behind the image has to do with me being really 
upset that people are actually killing each over shoes. I mean, how far will these kids go to 
get this status symbol? And who's responsible [for this killing]? The parents, the marketing 
executives, society, the children themselves? The image says 'Who do you worship: the shoes 
or the icon?'" 
The Nike symbol as halo is priceless. 
"I try to back off from pointing my finger directly at any one organization, group, or busi-
ness. I just want to make sure that everyone sees and then they can judge for themselves. 
That's why I put more than one brand of shoe in the image." 
So are you, as Johnny Rotten once said, "an anti-Christer, are you an anarchister?" 
"You know, I believe in God- but not in all the [nonsense that surrounds organized reli-
gion]. 
When one walks in to see your show, the first thing seen is this image with dense, single-
spaced text. And it's rather intimidating because right off the bat, you're requiring the viewer 
to think- to actively participate. 
"That piece is called 'Laugh at yourself.' It's a very paranoid image." 
Yes. It's really dark, really cynical. When did you become the "angry young man?" 
"In junior high and high school I started noticing the world around me. There's just so 
much out there that we don't question and seemingly can't know even when we do question it. 
We still don't know what happened to Kennedy. How do we not know what happened to this 
guy?! If [the government] can cover that up [they can cover up anything]. We have to police 
ourselves. I'm also disgusted by how much our society is processed." 
What do you mean "processed?" 
"I mean that it is planned out from beginning to end. In 1977, when Star Wars came out, 
the marketing and advertising executives in this country discovered how easy it was to exploit 
the children, and they've been mercilessly manipulating them ever since. 
It seems like "Laugh at Yoursetr• may ask a lot of paranoid questions, but what I found so 
compelling was the bitter energy behind it- the barrage of questions that seem to be a plea 
for people to think. 
"We are programmed people. My installation was called 'Programming 2,' but I do have a 
piece called 'Programming I' which has images of, among other things, a remote control, 
television, newspaper, and a rosary- all of which are different programming tools. In all 
honesty, I wouldn't address these topics if I didn't care. I live here, and I care about what 
happens to America." 
Okay. But let's not show Jesus with the television head to my grandmother, all right? 
"I do want people to understand me beyond the image." 
Artistes . 
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.A new Mark Twain 
by Cindy Kansoer-Schneider 
Walter Mosley appeared Fri-
day, November 21, at the Harold 
Washington Library Center. To 
anyone who missed his discus-
sion of his latest novel, Always 
Outnumbers, Always Outg~~nned, 
you didn't miss a lecture; you 
missed an experience. His hard 
hitting prose, that not merely stirs 
the imagination, but jars the con-
science and promotes understand-
ing, is surpassed only by his ex-
pressive and magnetic persona. 
"My books are political," 
stated Mosley. "All my books are 
political." Yet, the politics deal 
with the urban environment, sur-
vival in that environment, and the 
reflections on reality. Though fic-
tion, Mosley's novels are based 
on reality; thus, those individu-
als who live or have lived in the 
ghetto relate to the story at hand. 
Those who have had no knowl-
edge of the ghetto gain some un-
derstanding of the environment 
and how the inhabitants' destiny 
is sadly altered. 
It is a different kind of poli-
tics. The insular environment of 
the ghetto promotes crime, pun-
ishment and, if lucky, redemp-
tion. A newly introduced char-
acter, Socrates Forttow, never for-
gives himself. Mosley explained 
that Socrates believes that you 
have to own up when you are 
wrong. There is the possibility 
of redemption he said, "but not 
forgiveness." In the past charac-
ter have been left with only ide-
als. Today, the reading audience 
is different, and the heroes now 
have to take responsibility for 
themselves and their actions. 
Mosley laughingly compared 
himself to Mark Twain, in that 
they both have dealt with contro-
versial (and unpopular) issues that 
many people find difficult to ac-
knowledge. There have been 
times when his books have been 
banned from schools and returned 
to him. 
When questioned as to where 
his characters emerge from, 
Mosley told the following story 
as an example: It seems that when 
he was a teenager, he visited his 
Aunt Harriet in Galveston, Texas. 
The timing was such that it was 
New Year's Eve, and as Mosley 
explained; "People were in the 
street celebrating. They were 
drinking and they had guns-it 
was dangerous!" 
He and a friend decided to 
visit someone not far away. When 
they reached the house, they 
found this "guy" drinking a 
pitcher of vodka straight from the 
vessel. Curiosity got the better of 
them and they asked: "What's 
wrong?" to which they received: 
"My friend went to a bar instead 
of going home. He was drinking 
when his girlfriend came in and 
shot him six times because he 
told her he was going back to his 
wife." Mosley admitted how 
scared he was and that he and his 
friend quickly returned to Aunt 
Harriet's house. He stated his 
fear to his aunt with expectations 
ofnonnalcy. With the roll ofhis 
eyes and a grimace, he repeated 
his aunt's reassurance: "Don't 
worry baby, I have a '38' right 
here in my purse. They have to 
go through me to get to you. ''Not 
only is the source of characters 
verified, but the authenticity of 
the characters are proven. 
According to Mosley, and 
many concurred with him, fiction 
should be written for kids. "Black 
kids know reading is important," 
he said, " but they also know that 
other kids have a I 0 year advance 
on them." Kids have to be able to 
relate to what they are reading. In 
being able to relate, Mosley stated: 
"Reading leads--to discussion and 
discussion leads to learning." 
Though Mosley asked ihat any 
reference to him being Twain be 
taken lightly. I, however, wonder 
if there is not more than one truth 
in this comparison. Both men face 
important, political and social is-
sues, but they do so artistically, hu-
morously, and learnedly. Anyone 
can tell a story; it takes one of ar-
tistic ability with a touch of magic 
to make a story come alive. The audi-
ence was spellbound (myself in-
cluded) and selfishly pleaded for more 
time and discussion ftom this dynamic 
author. Perhaps it would be wise to 
check Mosley's birthday with the visi-
tation of Haley's Comet. It may be 
found that at the same time that Twain 
winked out, Mosley winked in. 
A picture's worth ••• 
The INNOVATOR's Cindy Kansoer-
Schneider smiling typically. (Left) 
A•, 
Musically talented Dr. 
Cecilia Rokusek, Dean 
of the College of 
Health Professions, 
entertaining the crowd 
at the Pre-
Thanksglving Diversity 
celebration. (Right) 
LaMonda Kidd of 
Student Life, currently 
off for surgery, 
conducting university-
wide club seminar. 
(Left) 
Catherine Bernhardt, Student Leadership 
Advisory Council chair, who is 
graduating in December 1997. 
Lynne Hostetter, word processing superviser, 
and Virginia Eysenbach, coordinator of 
publications, dancing the polka to music 
provided by Dr.Cecilia Rokusek .. (Left) 
Monday, December 15, 1997 -The INNOVATOR 13 
Stories on the following pages were contributed by Professor Walter Perkins' students. (With a 
few exceptions.) We thank the students for their contributions. 
Banned in the U.S.A. 
by Laura Bennett 
Censorship is the control of what people may see, hear or read. Censorship 
affects all types of mass media. Everyday someone tries to restrict or control 
what is being said, written, sung, or broadcast. But is banning books from 
schools and libraries across the nation the right thing to do? Are we hiding 
facts of what really goes on in our world today? Are most parents overprotec-
tive or trying to protect their children? 
First lets start with the Jaw. The Fir t Amendment of the Constitution states: 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment ofreligion, or prohib-
iting the free exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech or the press, 
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the govermnent 
for a redress of grievances. In simple terms we have the freedom of speech, to 
write, print or say what we feel is necessary. But then why are there several 
books banned from our school, libraries and book stores? 
From "Banned in the U.S.A.," written by Herbert Foerstel the list includes 
several surprising books. Blubber, by Judy Blume, "A Wrinkle in Time," by 
Madeline L 'Engle, and even the "Websters Dictionary" is banned in several 
places. Censorship is not only an attempt to control what is taught in our schools, 
but is an infringement on the rights of students to learn. If is effecting the way 
students learn. If a child never reads about violence, racial prejudice or profan-
ity they will never truly understand it or why it is used. 
Today we Jive in a society where violence and racial prejudice is stronger 
than ever. Children are usually not taught by their parents evils in the world. 
Parents do not sit down with their children and explain killing, rape, drugs, or 
incest. Children today know about these things because of television, radio and 
newspapers. But no one is really explaining the why and what of these violent 
acts. 
In a classroom setting where books are the key learning tool, teachers can 
explain these acts. When reading about act of violence, racial remarks and even 
profane language the children really see and read what it is all about. The chil-
dren along with the teachers can explain in detail and discuss what is going on. 
I feel that opening the children's eyes to the world and explaining what is go-
ing on is essential. Any child can see, hear or read about violent and unfair 
things. But in the classroom setting it gives them a chance to hear about why 
these things happened and the consequences. 
Banning books is hurting the children of tomorrow. However, not exposing 
them to real life situations can only bun them more. Not being able to see or 
know what can really go on In ou s e tY fng them. Chf1dren w II see or 
experience violent acts regardless. But in the classroom they can get a sense, 
and know what the cause, reason and end result of the violent and unfair acts in 
the books are. It gives them a sense of knowledge in the world where things are 
not always right or fair. 
The "Catcher in the Rye" by J.D. Salinger has been banned for several years. 
The Twelve Most Targeted Books finds that, "Parents feel objected to the defi-
ance and profanity in this novel." In my opinion high-school students already 
know and use profanity. Reading words will not effect their everyday life. The 
words in this book only add feeling and meaning to what is happening to the 
central character. 
Now also banned is a preschool book, a fairytale, "Little Red Riding Hood" 
by the Grimm brothers. Parents suggested that the book gave false ideas to 
children. Little Red Riding Hood was walking through the forest to bring food 
and drink to her grandmother. According to the Twelve Most Targeted Books, 
"Parents felt their children would think it is okay for them to walk somewhere 
by themselves. Parents also felt the drink she was bringing insinuated liquor. 
"When I read this book these were the last things I would ever think of. At age 
five or six the drink I would bring to grandmothers house would have been 
Kool-aid. And as for walking by myself, I do not think that would have ever 
crossed my mind. I feel that banning this book has gone to far. 
Also banned is "Go Ask Alice," by an anonymous author. The book had 
been taken out of schools because of drug abuse and sexual activity are por-
trayed in this unsigned diary of a teenage drug user. If anything this book should 
be in schools. The story depicts the struggles and heartache of a teen drug user. 
The book goes into graphic detail of teen drug use and its terrible consequences. 
In my opinion this book would scare kids away from using drugs. 
We are eternal and spiritual beings. The ability to think and reason is the 
expression of what is in us. But putting a ban on books is limiting our knowl-
edge. Books send out other people's opinions and viewpoints. What we know 
and believe is expressed in some type of book. So banning books in schools, 
libraries and book stores is limiting our experience of other people's views on 
the world. If everyone thought and believed the same thing the world would be 
a boring place. At the same time it also silences the author, by not letting us 
know what he/she has written. "Book Burning" by Cal Thomas states, "Books 
as records of mans thought are sacred ... A government that respects human 
beings will allow free discussion." Isn't the best place for children to learn in 
school? Is the government saying that we can not let our children read these 
books because it will demoralize them? If children learn about acts that are 
wrong and we guide them to do right, wouldn't this country be a better place? 
Where are children going to get a proper foundation in learning about what iJ 
wrong in the world and how they can become bettor people or how to change 
it? 
Not only are novels and stories banned and censored, but also text books. 
According to "Censonhip, Evidence ofBiu in Our hildrens Textbooks," "R.e-
llgious, family values, and political and economic s tus have been excluded 
from childrens textbooks." Paul Vitz studied over ixty social studies books 
for grades one through four and carefully ev~lua ed thom. ije Jound that not 
one book referred to any religious activity, or did the words marriage, wed-
ding, husband or wife appear. These text books are not including references 
to the large part of American life. Everyone in America has some type of reli-
gious view. Whether Mormon, Protestant, Catholic or atheist everyone be-
lieves in something. Maybe teaching children about different religious views 
and how they started would become a beneficial part of their knowledge. 
Some examples of bias against religion are quite significant ... One social 
studies book has thirty pages on the pilgrims, including the first Thanksgiv-
ing. But there is not one word or image that referred to religion as part of the 
pilgrim life. "I feel that it is important to know who the pilgrims were, even 
their religion. I feel the values and interpretations taught to todays children 
will effect their future. And in social studies books across the nation, children 
are not learning all the facts. 
Bias in textbooks is also prevalent in fifth and sixth grades. All grade five and 
six textbooks introduced U.S. history covering the period from 1600s to 1980. But 
here again there are is little religious reference. Paul Vitz, author of "Censorship, 
Evidence of Bias in our Childrens Textbooks" noted. "No text connected Chris-
tianity to the Abolitionist movement." Actual religious events such as the two Great 
Awakenings of 1740 and 1830, the Urban Revivals, the Salem Witch Trials and 
the Holiness-Pentecostal movement were not mentioned. Vitz also notes, "Not one 
of these books notes the extreme liveliness and great importance of religion in 
American life. Religious energy which generated the Shakers, Mormons, Chris-
tian Scientists, Jehovah's Witnesses. Seventh Day Adventist and the Black Mus-
lims, is never noted." History textbooks in general are supposed to teach about 
people who made a difference and events that made our country what it is today. 
But without some background information about their religion or beliefs, the facts 
are tainted. I feel that if something is taught, it should be taught fully. 
Religious aspects in high school history classes are few and far between. "These 
books do not include religious aspects of Martin Luther King Jr., Salem witch 
trials, tho fundamentalists, Pentecostal movement or the Bible belt," says Vitz. 
Some of these books were better than others, but the fact remains that some occur-
rences were left out. Education is the key element to success, but leaving out im-
portant dates, events and people is wrong. People of any age need to know the 
plain facts of the past, in most school textbooks, many of the facts are left out. 
God, or any other type of religious aspect should not be left out of textbooks. 
Just because people have different ways of worshiping, it does not conclude that 
relfgtous aspects should be banished. But God is being edged out of more and 
more places. Author of "Book Burning," Cal Thomas notes, "The American way 
seems to involve blotting out all traces of religion and Christianity in public, even 
rejecting it as a historical phenomenon that played a central role in shaping our 
countries laws and freedoms." Some feel students are too impressionable and must 
not encounter different religious views or aspects at school. 
Isn't banning history books disgraceful? Shouldn't parents want their children 
to Jearn about how others are different from them? I know I would want my chil-
dren to learn about how others are different. I would want my children to learn 
about Jewish and Muslim holidays along with other important things m school. 
They could learn to have an understanding and respect for the diversity in other 
cultures. All parents should want their children to have some idea of the ditTerent 
religions that have shaped western civilization for the past two-thousand years. 
But one might ask, what can I do about this? In actuality there are several 
things we can do. First of all, parents should attend meetings and get involved with 
the community. If parents are involved in the decision making process, it shows 
interest in trying to intprove education in all ways. Parents should get involved 
with their children's studies. Know about what they are and are not allowed to 
read. 
Secondly, parents and students can write lots of letters to representatives 
and senators to protest federal funding of textbooks that undermine values. 
Sometimes our representatives are not aware of the severity of the problem. 
We should also write to state and local education officials. We support the 
public school system through our taxes, so we should have a say in what goes 
into our children's textbooks.Our children are reading books that lack impor-
tant historical information, because religion is tied in them. If we want our 
children to learn, we should want them to learn about the whole truth, reli-
gious aspects included. 
And there is always protest. Even with the present school system there 
could be some positive changes. Vitz concludes, .. If parents and educators 
begin to select books from other publishers who put out more accurate and 
representative books, then major publishers might begin to change." lf par-
ents protest there could be changes in the overall process of textbook devel-
opment. "New textbooks could mention a few more religious events and reli-
giously important people. We could expect a traditional value here or there. 
Even a conservative political issue or politician migbl slip into some of the 
books." If we care about learning, we should care about the quality of their 
books. 
The fourth and most simple way, is to vote. Vote for school board, some-
one whom you feel can make a difference. Change is not going to happen 
overnight but it can happen. Vote for representatives who actually care about 
the future of our children and what they learn. Voting is the easiest way to get 
someone to represent your opinions and viewpoints. 
Overall, it IS quite clear. lbe author Nonna Fox Mazer notes, "'These are 
the boou idden in a dra\f.er, or behind glus in a locked case. These are.lbe 
.boo~ not orde~ the s~ne,Jllot discussed, the issues ignored, tho words not 
used. And evea u yo road this, the list of books be ina banned and cenaorcd is 
gettip l~er. 
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The Social Meaning of AIDS -- A 
Student Perspective 
by Tina Hughes 
Eleven thousand children were kept out of school in Queens, NY, 
as parents protested the decision to allow a seven year old girl with 
AIDS to attend second grade (despite no evidence of transmission by 
school children). In San Francisco, Hospital workers refused to enter 
the room of an AIDS patient. When ordered to attend, they appeared 
wearing masks, gowns, and goggles. 
A Baltimore policeman refused to enter the office of a patient with 
AIDS to investigate a death threat and donned rubber gloves to handle 
the evidence. The list goes on and on. There is clearly still a great fear 
enhanced by the spectre of AIDS, a fear that has led to an overreaction 
to the actual problem . This only makes managing life more difficult 
for the suffers and does not make the world "safer" from AIDS. 
Because there is no cure for AIDS in the near future, we must make 
a special effort to reduce the hysteria and overreaction brought on by 
tJle disease. Several studies have been conducted on different indi-
viduals that actually had the disease and how they had been treated 
either by a friend, coworkers, or family members. Much to my sur-
prise, people still believe that casual contact is infectious. By under-
standing the disease, we who do not have aids will have a better chance 
at helping to reduce the stigmas that have caused the AIDS sufferers 
to be known as social outcasts . In this culture we tend to give compas-
sion to severely and terminally ill patient with the exception of AIDS 
victims. 
If a family member has AIDS then the victim tends to be neglected 
and rejected without having been shown any type of compassion at 
all . This is due to the fear that this society has towards the AIDS dis-
ease. Does society still have a negative attitude towards AIDS? Have 
we Americans taken the proper steps in order to educate the public on 
the disease that will ultimately change the social behavior towards the 
disease. One way of accomplishing this would be to have to change 
the image of the disease. We must unmask the correct information 
and not allow the incorrect myths to become a basis for social policies. 
One strategy would be to "normalize" the disease, meaning to con-
tinue to inform the public that the disease does not discriminate against 
a certain type of people, but that it has no boundaries. Even the most 
clean-cut movie stars get the disease, our favorite sports players can 
get the disease, our very own flesh and blood get the disease, and so 
can we ourselves become a victim of AIDS. We need to bring the 
AIDS suffers back into this world and show them a little compassion. 
Why? Because it could be one of us, feeling alone in this world 
without anyone will to give us the time of day. It is difficult to change 
the attitudes towards certain illness and diseases. We all must develop 
the attitude and resolve to change the social meanings and response to 
AIDS and make this a high priority, along with control, treatment, and 
eventual eradication of the disease. It's up to us as a society to reduce 
the social as well as the physical suffering of AIDS. What role will 
you play? 
Diabetes: the disease with deadly 
complications 
by Sandra Sefton 
Diabetes can be associated with serious complications and prema-
ture death according to the National Health Institute. 
As defined by the American Diabetes Association, "Diabetes is a 
group of diseases characterized by high levels of blood glucose re-
sulting from defects in insulin secretion, insulin action, or 
both.\rdblquote Insulin i a protein hormone formed in the pancreas 
and secreted into the blood, where it regulates carbohydrate (sugar) 
metabolism." 
Data from the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and 
Kidney Disease reveals that 8.2 percent of all people 20 years or older 
have diabetes. Men and women are equally vulnerable to the disease 
with 7.5 million men (8.2 percent of all men) and 8.1 million women 
(8.2 percent of all women) having diabetes. 
In a study by NIDDK these complications of diabetes were noted: 
Heart disease 
Heart disease is the leading cause of diabetes-related deaths. Adults 
with diabetes have heart disease death rates about 2 to 4 times as high 
as that of adults without diabetes. 
Stroke 
The risk of stroke is 2 to 4 times higher in people with diabetes. 
High blood pressure 
An estimated 60 to 65 percent of people with diabetes have high 
blood pressure. • 
Blindness 
Diabetes is the leading cause of new cases of blindness in adults 
20 to 74 years old. 
Diabetic retinopathy causes from 12,000 to 24,000 new cases of 
Monday, December 15, 1997 -The INNOVATOR 
Chaos 2000 -- What is it? 
by Cindy Kansoer-Schneider, INNOVATOR reporter 
The College of Arts and 
Sciences and the Integrative 
Studies Program presented 
"The Value of Integrative 
Forms of Knowledge in the 
Workplace," last month in the 
Hall of Honors. Dr. Jacqueline 
Kilpatrick, professor in En-
glish and coordinator of the 
Integrative Studies program, 
introduced the select panel 
who spoke at the symposium. 
Dr. Gabriele Rico, VISiting pro-
fessor of Integrative Studies, 
spoke about the "big picture." 
She explained that we are in 
an age where there is an expo-
nential explosion of informa-
tion. Rico added that not only 
do students have to be edu-
cated, but also people in the 
workplace. They must be in-
vited "to come out and dance 
on a slippery floor." She 
quoted T S Eliot: "Where is 
the wisdom we must acknowl-
edge; where is the knowledge 
we lost in the information?" 
Rico stated that facts are 
worthless unless brought into 
relation with one another. It 
is necessary in the workplace 
for people to learn new things 
and not go with the "tried and 
true." 
Chaos Science and knowl-
edge shifts were then ex-
plained. "We watched the 
flowering and fading of certain 
research areas," said Rico, "the 
over treading of the old and the 
recent, the reliable and the old, 
old, and we suffer from new 
paradigm indigestion." There 
is not enough time in this age 
blindness each year. 
Kidney disease 
of computers and other technol-
ogy to have music appreciation, 
art appreciation, literature classes 
and sciences classes taught by the 
traditional methods. "We have to 
begin to see how we can integrate 
(and) help students become active 
participants in their own learning 
by making connections," ex-
plained Rico. 
Fragmentation of knowledge 
is called state bound learning and 
prevents its application to other 
areas . "Dancing on a slippery 
floor" means learning how to go 
into the workplace and adapt what 
you have learned to other areas. 
This is where Chaos Science is 
applied. Creative learning occurs 
by the interaction of chaos and 
order. Rico stated, "creative 
learning" is a process by where 
chaos and order are enfolded 
within each other, uniting to form 
a core of complex and compre-
hensive order." 
Uneven progression, interde-
pendence, and constant feedback 
is what Integrative Studies is all 
about. "These factors produce 
chaos patterns, grounded in 
unpredictability without total ran-
domness," said Rico. "Chaos is 
not anarchy." She added, "Chaos 
is what makes life and intelligence 
possible. The human brain has 
become selected to become so un-
stable that the smellest effect can 
lead to the formation of order." 
Dr. William Nowling, Dean of 
the College of Business and Pub-
lic Administration, was called 
upon to apply Integrative Studies 
to the curriculum in the College 
of Business and Public Adminis-
Diabetes is the leading cause of end-stage renal disease, account-
ing for about 40 percent of new cases. 
27,851 people with diabetes developed end-stage renal disease in 
1995. 
In 1995, a total of98,872 people with diabetes underwent dialy-
sis or kidney transplantation. 
Nervous system disease 
About 60 to 70 percent of people with diabetes have mild to se-
vere forms of nervous system damage. 
Severe forms of diabetic nerve disease are a major contributing 
cause of lower extremity amputations. 
Amputations 
More than half of lower limb amputations in the United States 
occur among people with diabetes. 
From 1993 to 1995, about 67,000 amputations were performed 
each year among people with diabetes. 
The American Diabetes Association estimates the costs of diabe-
tes in the United States in 1992 to be $92 billion. Of these costs, 
direct medical costs account for $45 billion and indirect costs for $47 
million, which includes disability, work loss, and premature mortal-
ity. 
'Diabetes cannot be eured, but it can be controlled. The ADA 
adds that persons with diabetes can take measures to reduce the like-
lihood of such complications. 
Diabetes knowledge, treatment, and prevention strategies advance 
daily. Treatment is aimed at keeping blood glucose near normal lev-
els at all times. Training in self-management is integral to the treat-
ment of diabetes. Treatment must be individualized and must address 
medical. psychosocial, and lifestyle issues, according to the NIDDK. 
tration. He stated that skill and 
competencies sought by em-
ployers are dynamics of change, 
mathematics and science tech-
nology, quality process skills, 
communications skills, ethics, 
global awareness, diversity, cus-
tomer focus, commitment to ex-
cellence and cross-disciplinary 
orientation. Nowlin stated "Em-
ployers want people who are 
committed to excellence, both 
from a personal stand point 
(and) also from the stand point 
of teamwork." 
Keeping in mind what em-
ployers seek in an employee, it 
was stated that the traditional 
studies have been changed from 
two perspectives. There is inte-
grating of two or more disci-
plines as in bio-chemistry or 
social psychology and there is 
an emergence of new fields, 
such as interdisciplinary studies 
or integrative studies. Research 
is emerging from a crossing over 
of disciplines. Integrative stud-
ies encourage experimentation, 
innovation, exploration emerg-
ing from and of relationships 
and phenomena, access to the 
best theorie , systems and tools 
of disciplines and analysis of 
problems and issues in a broader 
context. 
Integrative Studies 
crosses disciplines and pro-
motes cross-culture orienta-
tion . It a broad education 
with an expertise. What is 
gained is the ability to un-
derstand other people and a 
broader understanding of a 
working society. 
College tuition 
assistance 
Most parents and students 
think that scholarships are only for 
the students with excellent grades, 
low-income families , or the 
athletically inclined. 
There are organizations that 
have spent hundreds of hours in 
research locating scholarship 
sources. The U.S. Commission for 
Scholastic Assistance - College 
Bound is such an organizations 
and supplies the public with over 
700 different private scholarship 
sources. 
Many scholarships pay the 
entire tuition; others can be applied 
towards tuition, living expenses 
and/or other fees. 
For information on obtaining 
these scholarship lists, send a self-
addressed, stamped, business size, 
#10 envelope to: The U.S. 
Commission for Scholastic 
Assistance, P.O. Box 668, 
O'Fallon, IL 62269. 
a member of the NCA. They 
provide- forums for exdbiDJ~e among members, outlets 
for ~ and books. resources for learning of new developments, 
opportunities for professional service and a voice for the profession. 
Most importantly, ~g to the NCA, is that it provides members 
with opportunities to ork together. to strengthen the profession 
through teaching, ~ and application of communication prin-
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What do you 
think? 
Managing Editor Ted 
Spaniak took a survey to get 
students' opinions on displaying 
a "Christmas" tree on university 
property. 
He asked 26 people to answer 
four questions. Those questions 
were: 
I. Is the tree in the Hall of 
Governors a Christian symbol? 
2. Is it appropriate that it be 
displayed in a state run 
university? 
3. Does this tree represent 
other cultures besides the 
Christian culture? 
4. If someone were to 
persuade you that it was strictly a 
Christian symbol, would it then 
be inappropriate display it? 
Here's the response he got: 
Question I: Twenty-one said 
yes and five said no. 
Question 2: All 26 said yes. 
Question 3: Fifteen said yes 
and II said no. 
Question 4: Nineteen said yes 
and seven said no. 
Do you agree with these 
answers? 
If you have an opinion you'd 
like to express, write a letter to 
the editor. We will gladly print it 
if you include your name, 
address and phone number. You 
may request that your name not 
be published. 
Youth orchestra to 
play at Copernicus 
Center in Chicago 
The Protege Philharmonic, a 
youth orchestra dedicated to the 
future of music with strong 
emphasis on polished 
professionalism and musical 
discipline for high school 
students, will present a Christmas 
concern on Sunday, December 
21 at 3 p.m. at The Copernicus 
Center, 5216 W. Lawrence in 
Chicago. 
Musical selections will 
include: Mussorgskky, Nigh on 
Bald Mountain, Sain-Saens, 
Dance Macabre, Rimsky--
Korsakovk and Capriccio 
Espagnole. 
A Christmas carol sing-a-
long with audience participation 
will be held. 
Tickets are $12 for adu Its, $8 
for students and seniors and $5 
for children under 12. 
For more information, call 
(312) 341-1521. 
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Today's· action orientated mOVies 
-. 
by Earl F. Clark 
When I think oftoday's movies I think of action, special efti cts, and prices. A 
majority of the films produced today are action packed thrillers. It seems even if 
the movie starts out in a mellow setting such as, "The Devils Advocate" does, it 
always seems to develop into an action movie. Looking at today's paper I can count 
six new action thrillers at the theaters. There has got to be a reason that so many 
producers have put so much effort into creating action movie after action movie. 
Special effects seem to be another dominating piece of the movie pie. Almost 
every movie you see today has some type of special effects feature. A good ex-
ample of special effects put to work is in movies like "Die Hard," and "Star Wars." 
Today, it seems special effects are almost as important as the actors in a movie. 
Special effects seem to be a pan of movies that will continue to improve along with 
technology. A question you might ask is, why are so many movies today built around 
action and special effects? Who are producers targeting these action packed mov-· 
ies toward? 
Do you remember when you could go to the movies for a couple of dollars? Not 
anymore! Anyone who has been out to a movie within the past year knows it can 
get expensive. The single man of the 90s can no longer consider the movies a cheap 
date. One writer from the New Yorker stated, "Movies today are produced seem-
ingly without regard for an audience. Instead, the people who control the money 
and contracts are considered heroes, for the industry sees economic hurdles as the 
primary impediments to success." 
Movies today always seem to hurdle over their original budget before the movie 
is completed. Is this the reason the price of a ticket for a movie increases every 
year? Will going to the movies in the future cost the same as going to an NB, or 
NFL game? Will action movies and special effects continue to dominate in the 
years to come? I believe that although action and special effects has found a home 
in today's movies, the rising price of movies has not. I also did some research to 
determine how others, friends, family and co-workers feel about movie trends to-
day. 
An article in "Society" magazine that was very interesting. The article stated 
that Americans today say that movies just aren't like they used to be. Most movies 
mainly action orientated movies cover too much sex, violence, and profanity. In a 
media general Associated press poll, results showed that respondents felt that movies 
have declined over the years and fewer than two out of I 0 said that movies are 
better. Most critics acclaim that since action movies have taken over, movies have 
declined. Movie critics believe the year 1939 was the year movies peaked. This 
year offered such classics as "Gone With the Wind," "The Wizard of Oz" and 
"Wuthering Heights." 
Women seem to be a lot tougher on today's action movies than most men are, 
according to "Society" magazine. Most woman believe that action movies today 
are loaded with to much violence, and nudity. The adult male respondents said that 
violence, sex, and swearing does not effect their choices in action movies; how-
ever, people responding over the age of 45 believed the quality of movies is get-
ting worse, and will continue to decline. Those who fall in the age group of 18-29 
make up the largest amount of movie goers. Still a majority of all age group rated 
today's action movies as "tJoor," and a small amount, just 31 percent, rated movies 
as "good." 
These ratings make it very hard to believe that producers will continue to capi-
talize on action movies. I believe that even though people may complain that action 
movies today are not up to standard, they will still be the one who his first in line 
when the new Nicholas Cage movie comes to theaters, for example. It is obvious 
that action sells even with violence, and sex, so I believe movie producers will 
continue to produce action movie after action movie. 
Another shon but interesting view on today's action films came from The New 
York Times Magazine. The article states that " the pace of action in both 
motionpictures and TV programs has increased tremendously in the nineties as the 
entertainment industry tries to hold the attention of viewers." 
Special effects in today's movies are one of the reasons action movies are so 
popular. Today, when people go to the movies, they expect to be dazzled by special 
effects. A good example proving special effects to be a continued success is "Star 
Wars." The Chicago Tribune states that even though a majority of moviegoers have 
already seen Star Wars, people still flocked to the movies to see the new added 
special effects. Benjamin Sachs, stated in the Tribune, " I am glad that all of this 
"Star Wars" nonsense is over." Later he goes on to admit to seeing all three of the 
A healthier you 
by Nanette Kelly 
Overeating is hard to avoid during the holidays, what with all the good food and intensity of 
emotions, ranging from festive to depressed to stressed. The typical holiday season weight gain is 
7-10 pounds. A few survival techniques can help you avoid overeating and overstressing during 
the holidays. 
I) Exercise daily, even if you can only take a 20-minute walk. 
2) Don't skip meals. Keep basics like oat cereal, skim milk, cottage cheese, and 
canned tuna handy. 
3) Be realistic. Be reasonable with your demands on yourself 
4) Be creative and independent. Don't get stuck in nonproductive traditions, like 
getting drunk at company parties or baking six dozen ginger bread men (and eating 
two). 
5) Enjoy. Have some fun for yourself; you deserve it (And you'll be less likely to 
overeat from fiustration.) 
If your looking for a way to set some goals for the beginning of the year to knock off some 
weight, look no further. I have a great plan for you that will work wonders and make you feel so 
much better about yourself. 
movies and admits the special effects is the main reason he returned. Sachs also 
goes on to say that he was disappointed because the sound was much too loud, and 
the special effects were brought to a cartoonishly exaggerated level. Although Sachs 
basically said there was no real difference in the Trilogy, be admits to attending all 
three. Because be thought the special effects were going to be spectacular, he still 
paid $7.50 a piece for all three, proving that special effects puts butts in the seats 
and money in movie producers pockets. 
Today's special effects and exciting action movies come with a penalty: the 
prices. If you're like me, the majority of the movies you see at the theater are the 
afternoon shows. The reason is obvious. I can pay $3 instead of $7 .SO. It has 
gotten to the point that if I want to take a girl to the movies and have some treats 
during the movie, I am exceeding $20. Why have the prices risen so high? 
The "New Yorker" states that today's movies are not produced for the audience, 
today's movies are made for the actors, and the producers. The articles claims that 
when Hollywood people talk about price, their idea of price and our idea of price 
are two totally different things. Price in Hollywood is not a common number like 
we no it to be, set by the laws of supply and demand. Price to the people of Holly-
wood is compared to the speed of light. One interviewed agent, left nameless, says 
that actors' salaries and producers wants are definitely the reason the costs of mov-
ies continue to sky rocket. In addition, most movies about the family of the 90s 
always depicts them as financially healthy. A good example given is the movie 
"Home Alone." The whole reason the so-called "typical American kid" was left 
home was because the family was rushing to catch their flight to Paris for Christ-
mas. I do not know many families that spend Christmas in Paris. The interesting 
thing about this new far-fetched family is that most oftoday's movie audiences do 
not even notice. The fact that today's movie families have a million dollar house 
and incomes to match does not seem to bother moviegoers . This article makes a 
very important point. Movie producers know that the audiences are going to con-
tinue to pay the prices as long as they are naive to the fact that most movies are so 
far fetched from reality that it is ridiculous. 
The Tribune article "Film Nonsense"discusses the difference between going to 
the movies and renting one, about $S.50. The main point proven is that most pro-
ducers, like George Lucas, produce and re-release films because they know that the 
audience will pay to see them. 
I interviewed my family and some of my friends to get their opinions on today 
action movies, special effects, and prices. Some questions 1 asked them were, "What 
do you think about today's action orientated movies.? Do today's special effects 
impress you? Do you feel the price of movies is fair?" 
The lint penon I interviewed wu a friend of mine that is a student at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. The reason I chose him first is because he is a movie lover. He 
basically stated that today's movies are blown so far out of reality that it is ridicu-
lous. Action movies are exciting to watch but hard to believe. Special effects are 
too unbelievable. The price, being a college student, is of course way to steep. He 
said if it was not for the Vic, in Chicago he probably would wait till most movies 
came out on video cassette. 
My oldest sister is a movie lover,too. Her main complaint was the violence in 
today's action movies because she has children. Also, she said if we do decide to go 
to a movie even in the day, the price along with treats is out of line. She said the last 
movie they all went to see, a family of five, cost her around thiny dollars, too much. 
The third and last person I interviewed was one of my previous co-workers. We 
usually see movies together. His main complaint was the prices of today's movies. 
He agrees that the movies are no longer a cheap date, but he also admitted to being 
guilty of always going. He says even if I hear from others the movie was not worth 
the money, 1 still always seem to go. 
I believe that movie producers target their movies to people aged 18-29. This explains 
the various action movies today. I also believe that producers know by the history of most 
movie sales that even though it is not the best movie they have ever produced, it probably 
will seU. Today's action orientated movies will continue to make money as long as audi-
ences are still drawn in by curiosity. Special effects will continue to improve wilb technol-
ogy and keep action movies tlowing. Unf011UD8tely as long as producers are paying top 
dollar for special effects and actors, the prices of movies wiD also continue to grow. 1 
believe someday movies will be out of the fmancial reach of many of the middle class 
people. Hopefully, movie prices wiD fmd some sort of cap so everyone will be able to 
continue attending movies in the future. 
One of the "secrets to success" in any attempt, especially one as challenging as losing weight 
and/or bodybuilding, is to use "goal-setting techniques" to help get you where you want to go. 
These techniques really do work, and using them is not that complicated. 
Make no mistakes, even if you choose the best supplements and the right chosen in terms of 
what type of exercise program you should follow, without goals and putting "positive pressure" on 
yourself, you'll probably never get where you want to be. 
Do you remember that old saying, "Those who fail to plan are inadvertently planning to fail." 
This old saying is really true because if you don't know where you're going, you'll never get there. 
The main thing is, we all have goals, whether we know it or not. It doesn't matter what the 
goals are, they have a profound effect on our lives, so you might as well acknowledge these 
"subconscious" objectives and bring them to the conscious level. Make an effect to control them 
instead of letting them control you. 
Using goal-setting techniques is not that complicated. I will tell you some simple, easy meth-
ods which I use and which you can use and start today to help you set new goals and achieve 
them- to help build muscle, lose fat, and look and feel better that ever! 
The first step is to take I 0 minutes out of your day to write down your goals in a notebook or 
journal. Start by asking yourself, "What do I want to achieve? What would I do if I knew I could 
not faiiT' Have fun with this! Think of it as if you're a little kid writing down a wish list out for 
Christmas. Get excited! 
Continued on page 17 
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''Rent'' at Shubert in Chicago 
Theatre review by 
R.J. Armstrong 
17 
Young adults have created a cult following surrounding the musical "Rent," 
which opened in New York barely two years ago and then moved to Broadwa)', 
and on to multiple national companies traveling North America. In an age where 
youngsters on the Internet barely seem to recognize names like Mary Martin or 
Gertrude Lawrence, from what is apparently the "old school" of Broadway mu-
sicals, it occurred to me that perhaps the musical altars at which people wor-
ship today also have something to offer. With that hope in mind I ventured 
forth to see "Rent," which opened recently at the Shubert Theatre in Chicago 
and continues there through March 8. (Shubert Theatre, 22 W. Monroe. Tick-
ets $30-67 .50. Phone 312-902-1500) 
induce a certain ennui by the second act, as in "How long have we been listen-
ing to the same song?" This is really not the eclectic blend of styles associated 
with, arguably, traditional musicals. On the other hand it may be closer to the 
operatic continuity Larson seems to have had in mind, with so much of the 
story being told in song rather than dialogue. 
There is an injustice to bringing the audience this close to the pathos that 
such a recounting of poverty and sickness demands, then snatching them away 
suddenly toward an implausibly happ)', even joyful ending. The contradic-
tion, we know, is that three of the surviving personae are still HIV-infected 
(When Dorothy wakes up in the 1939 movie "The Wizard of Oz", why is she 
so happy to be home when her dog is still going to be destroyed?). 
The show. written and composed by the late Jonathan Larson and directed 
by Michael Greif, is loosely based on the Puccini opera "La Boheme," based in 
turn on a novel by Henri Murger. The familiar Parisian characters of this story 
are transported to New York's present-day East Village, where the community 
of starving artists is intermingled ~ith various subcultures of urban life . 
Seamstress Mimi is now an exotic dancer/cocaine addict (played by the 
single-named Simone). Interestingly the candle she brings up to musician Roger 
(formerly the poet Rodolfo, and played by understudy Daniel J. Robbins in the 
performance I saw) in his condemned nat is realized as a symbol of hope . 
Roger's roommate, a filmmaker named Mark (Christian Anderson), is on the 
outs with former lover Maureen (Amy Spanger), who has decided recently that 
she's gay, a slight variation on the Marcello-vs-Musetta discord in the Puccini 
work. A former roommate, Tom (C .C. Brown), returns to town and develops an 
ambiguous kinship with a cross-dresser named Angel (Shaun Earl). 
The show is let down by a disappointing second act and the aforemen-
tioned sameness of the music and also by some decidedly old jokes. The 
transgendered Angel, for example, rs quoted in his absence as saying ''I'm 
more man than you'll ever be, and I'm more woman than you'll ever get!" I 
have to admit it was a very funny joke, when it was originally written for the 
movie "Car Wash" two decades ago. 
The cast members sing, and project , beautifully (of course the Shubert's 
attitude toward sound technology has grown up a bit since "Hair" and "Grease" 
played there years ago with tinny results). The dancing, choreographed by 
Marlies Yearby, and related staging fill the playing area athletically and imagi-
natively. 
Many have commented on the loud volume of the music. I'm sure I've 
occasionally played records that loudly in my home . It's over the top, but in 
describing an over-the-top situation . 
Oh, by the way, four of the principals are HIV-positive, one of them ulti-
mately dying of AIDS complications . The ever-popular opera disease, tuber-
culosis, has evolved into a spectre of equivalent realism for a 90s audience. 
I was convinced from the start that the main characters genuinely liked each 
other: Nevertheless, we are witness to a lot of the quarreling that went on 
bet~een the acts for Puccini but heretofore not onstage. The fact that this story 
is in English gives the audience the task of listening and understanding, rather 
than just letting the music now. 
Paul Clay's set design is a combination of junkyard and playground, giv-
ing the performers properties and locations on which to display their charac-
ters colorfully. Lighting by Blake Burke manages to isolate areas of the stage 
as needed, with a few tasteful star turns using Christmas lights and the illu-
sion of twinkling candles. 
The urgent pace of the show, however, (we did get out of the theatre by ten, 
held), the audience at a certain distance from the characters. I was a little sur-
prised when it was remarked that Angel, though he has some major scenes in 
the show, had brought the other characters together. When did this happen? 
Certain shows have a magnetic power that keeps audiences coming back 
even though they already know the ending: at a performance of "La Boheme" 
or of "Romeo and Juliet" they must be thinking "Maybe this time they won't 
die." In the case of the Jonathan Larson musical "Rent" there are probably 
some cynical repeat viewers thinking "Maybe this time they'll get it right" 
Larson's music is often powerful : I felt a mild urge to hum the opening title 
song on my way out of the theatre. The lack of variety in musical styles does 
If Larson, (who died young and before the show's opening) had lived, he 
might have developed a stronger second act that would keep the audience happ, 
while acknowledging the real despair of being poor, sick, and drug-dependent 
in New York at the end of this century. 
Continued from page 16 
If one of your goals is to build an awesome, muscular body or even just to lose a few pounds, write down six things you' II have to start doing 
THIS WEEK to reach your goal. Be specific. Wrrite do~TI how much fat you want to lose or even how much muscle you want to gain and how 
your going to do it 
Then, take out just two minutes, and write a brief paragraph stating why you are absolutely committed to achieve this goal. Remember, this is 
the time to get serious about accomplishing something that will give you more confidence, more energy, and self-esteem. 
Every evening either after school or work, open up your journal and read what you have written on your pages the previous days. Read about 
the goals you have set and, for at least five minutes, sit down someplace quiet and visualize yourself doing the things that need to be completed in 
order to make your dreams reality. Visualize your success with very specific and graphic details. Picture yourself following the perfect diet-giving 
your body the right nutrition that it needs and the supplements it needs to recover fTorn your brutal workouts. Also, picture yourself turning down 
desserts and pushing away junk food that "average people" eat-things like cheesecake, French fiies, cookies, and icecrearn. You will start to feel 
the sense of confidence, control, and pride you' II have and how excited you will be to actually follow through something that seemed so hard. 
To help you visualize and give you a little focus on your goals, get a fitness magazine and find some pictures of people who inspire you that 
you would like to look like. Hand them up in the areas where you workout or in your bedroom. Clarity is power' Take action - desire is not 
enough! Remember that the longestjoumey starts with a single, small step, and never forget that procrastination kills! And, be quick to notice 
what's working and what's not, so you don't expend energy going the wrong direction. Remember short term "failures" often provided the insight 
you're going to need in order to reach your long term goals! 
I can not tell you enough how important it is to set goals. Writing down your goals will be an on going exercise that you will not want to 
give up. Don't forget to have fun, get motivated, and get ready to see changes that you succeeded in just weeks! You can do it! 
Now after finding out more information about goal-setting, you're probably asking yourself what types of vitamins should I be taking? 
As everyone probably knows already, vitamins are considered "essential" Our bodies don't make them; therefore, they must be obtained fTorn the 
diet or supplementation. 
Vitamins are either fat soluble or water soluble, depending on whether fat or water based molecules transport the vitamin through the 
bloodstream. Fat soluble vitamins include A, D, E. and K. Because these vitamins have an affinity for fat, they can be stored in both fat tissue and 
in the liver, extending their functional life span in the body and strongly decreasing deficiencies. The water soluble vitamins include all the B 
vitamins and the C; they aren't stored in the body for more than a few hours, so daily intake is a must. 
One situation where Vitamin A helps out is with acne. It appears to help eradicate acne by blocking the buildup of certain proteins which can 
clog the pores of your skin. However, the problem with this treatment is that mega-doses of Vitamin A can be toxic to your liver. 
All hard-training athletes supplement their diets with at least three grams of Vitamin C a day. , 
It has also been documented to actually suppress the body's natural production of cortisol, thus supporting a stronger testosterone to cortisol 
ratio. It is also suggested to be taken if you feel a cold coming on. 
Another vitamin to know about is Vitamin E. Its main function is indeed to protect all cellular membranes in the body from oxidative stress. 
This may help hard-training athletes maintain a stronger immune system and also avoid some of the typical consequences of overtraining: namely, 
infection and sickness. 
TI1ere are all different kinds of vitamins to take. lfyou are really serious about making goals and following through, then I suggest you make 
some time out to further your knowledge on vitamins and supplements that you should be taking while you are exercising and dieting. Soon you 
will feel like a healthier and more confident person. Good luck and have fim! 
Anyone interested in working for The 
INNOVATOR next trimester, call 
Ted S aniak at 708 748-2448. 
Laughter IS a 
good medicine 
Everyone bas a photographic 
memory. Some don't have film. 
Boycott shampoo! Demand the 
REALpoo! 
If you choke a smurf, what color 
does it tum? 
Who is General Failure and why is 
he reading my bard disk? 
What happens if you get scared half 
to death twice? 
Energizer BUMy arrested, charged 
with battery. 
I poured Spot remover on my dog. 
Now he's gone. 
I used to have an open mind, but my 
brains kept falling out. 
I couldn't repair your brakes, so I 
made your hom louder. 
Shin: a device for finding furniture 
the dark. 
How do you tell when you run out o 
invisible ink? 
Join lhe Army, meet interesting 
people, kill~ 
l.augbin& 
humor. 
Why dOJJs.Y~hav.....,o__, .... 
your name? 
Wear short sleeves! Support your 
right to bare arms. 
For Sale: Parachute. Only used 
once, never opeqed. Small stain. 
OK, so what's the speed of dark? 
Coduroy pillows: They're making 
headlines! 
I tried sniffing Coke once, but the ice 
cubes got stuck in my nose. 
Black holes are where God divided 
by zero. 
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Holiday Gifts For The Man With "Almost" Everything! 
by Mike Joyce 
Bored of books? Tired of 
ties? If you're looking for a gift 
that really stands apart, take a 
look at these ten extreme and 
definitely expensive items. 
These are the perfect presents for 
you and from you. 
I. Let us begin with the 
Macassar ebony and pear-tree 
wood humidors made in France 
with inlaid signature logo-- and 
brass lock and key from Louis 
Vuitton . There are three separate 
sizes that you will definitely uti-
lize. The travel size, which is 
only $550. The medium size 
which holds up to 75 cigars, 
$I ,775. And finally, the large, 
which holds I 50 cigars, $1,850. 
2. Fly first class to Puerto 
Plato in the Dominican Republic 
and work "ith Dominican cigar 
masters to create the ultimate ci-
gar, which will be named in your 
honor. You and three lucky 
guests of your choice will spend 
six days and five nights in a pri-
vate villa complete with house-
keeper and cook. For four days, 
you will be guests of the General 
Cigar premium cigar facility in 
nearby Santiago, where 
Macanudo, Partagas, and Do-
minican Cohiba cigars are hand-
made. 
Two thousand cigars, in up to 
four different sizes, will be rolled 
expressly for you by cigar mas-
ters. After a personalized band 
is added, the cigars will be placed 
in private-label boxes of25. The 
first I 00 cigars will be delivered 
in a custom-made cedar-lined 
humidor to your home, and the 
balance will be maintained under 
ideal conditions at General Cigar. 
For the complete package in this 
little trip, $50,000. 
3. To make sure that you're 
looking your best, Kiton makes 
clothing the old-fashioned way 
-- by tailors. Their incredibly 
soft, light, and supple suits and 
sport coats are handmade in 
Naples,- Italy, by master arti-
sans. Their concern for quality 
saturates every step of produc-
tion, from the moment the pat-
tern is hand-laid on cloth until 
the finished garment is hand-
pressed. Each suit is individu-
ally scissor-cut, and among the 
details that are hand sewn are 
the lapels, pockets, buttonholes, 
and collars. The suit's cloth is 
very unique . Composed of 
Australian Merino wool fibers, 
this material is so rare that there 
is currently only enough avail-
able for the creation of25 suits. 
A small number of special 
sheep sporadically produce this 
special wool every few years. 
The fibers are only 13 .8 mi-
crons in diameter, finer even 
than cashmere. There is a re-
spect for quality and elegance 
at Kiton that can only be found 
m the self-confidence of 
craftspeople committed to pro-
viding the best. This dark gray, 
13 .8 micron wool suit, from 
Kiton goes for $5,500. 
4. To go with your new suit, 
you need the "time." Breitling 
IS-karat gold "Crosswind" 
gentlemen's certified chronom-
eter bracelet watch with choco-
late color dial is so rare that it 
can only be found in stores in 
Beverly Hills. The price tag is 
a coot $20,975. 
5. As much as the time is 
of the essence, so is having an 
instrument to write with. In 
honor of the re-unification of 
Hong Kong to China, Om as has 
created the only authorized lim-
ited edition collection ofluxury 
writing instruments memorial-
Change of.Life 
by Amy Nieukirk 
Do you ever have the feeling that nothing is going right for you? Does 
something always seem out of place? It is hard to know where you fit in life? 
This is my problem with the future. I do not have a clue what I want to 
accomplish. I am indecisive about whether I want to continue my education 
Jt\Jt\ected 
~ 
Autho~ed Cellulr Dealer 
izing this event. Custom-de-
signed red vegetal resin supports 
a body made of 18-kt. gold or 
.925 sterling silver. With deco-
rated cap, red enamel clip, and 
unique nib it is engraved with the 
head of a dragon. Ink is in the 
same shade of red as the resin, 
and it comes within a red presen-
tation box embellished with gold 
or silver. The Gold Fountain Pen, 
$I 0,000. The Sterling Fountain 
Pen, $I ,800. 
6. When you get home from 
your trip, awaiting you and your 
friends at the airport will be your 
new 1998 "Sony Limited Edi-
tion" GMC Suburban. This ve-
hicle is the ultimate collaboration 
between General Motors, the pre-
mier maker of sport utility ve-
hicles, and Sony, a world leader 
in electronics and entertainment. 
Beginning with a fully equipped 
4-wheel drive GMC Suburban, 
and then adding significant cus-
tom features, including body-sur-
round cladding system in pewter, 
which is a metal alloy; leather 
interior in "clay"; power sunroof; 
remote start; alarm and keyless 
entry; seating for seven with four 
seats custom-heated; reclining, 
power umbar bucket seats; alloy 
spoke wheels with Michelin tire5; 
GM Onestar navigation system 
with voice-activated cellphone 
and special consoles; carpet mats 
and wood trim. The ultimate 
Sony mobile family entertain-
ment center is comprised of a de-
luxe sound system with two tun-
ers and 480 watts of power de-
livered to eight speakers, nine-
inch television with VCR, four 
seat-back video monitors, 
playstation game console, five 
headphones and a portable cell 
phone. A I so provided, in two 
Tumi Limited Edition Sony travel 
cases, are I 00 Sony music COs, 24 
Columbia Tristar home video cas-
settes, I 0 playstation games, plus 
GMC/Sony sport apparel. This 
special offer is limited to 100 ve-
hicles. Owners will be invited to 
attend special Sony entertainment 
events throughout the coming year. 
This 1998 "Sony Limited Edition" 
GMC Suburban is prices ad 
$72,975. 
7. Be the king of the road with 
your replica 1966 sporty A.C. Co-
bra S 1C 427, manufactured by 
component craft with detailing that 
makes it one of the finest repro-
duction Cobras available. Deluxe 
features include black leather in-
terior, a I 965 date stamp 427 side 
oiler engine, 480 plus horsepower, 
halibrand wheels, top-loader 4-
speed transmission, chrome roll 
bar and safety harnesses. A.C. 
Cobra S 'C 427, costs $65,000. 
8. Irs more than transportation, 
more than just fun. 1l1e special edi-
tion Velocefero is the hippest way to 
run around town or go to the beach. 
Combiningfuturistictechnologywith 
classic design, riding this 50's style Ital-
ian scooter shows your cutting edge 
flair and eye for quality. Designed by 
award-winning motorcycle designer 
Leopoldo Tartarini, the Velocifero is 
part of the permanent collection of 
New York's museum of modem art. 
Exclusive features include a red paint 
treatment, walnut burl-look dash and 
custom cover. With automatic trans-
mission, electric start, drum front and 
rear brakes, locking helmet storage 
under the seat, and one-year\12,000 
mile warranty. The Velocifero goes 
for around $3,390. 
9. Take a look at the revolution-
ary Windjet. A new concept in boat-
ing combining the speed, cruising and 
carrying capacity of a power boat with 
the thrill and fun of two personal 
watercrafts. Powered by two I I 0 
hp 1998 Sea-Doo SPX's, 
Windjet's patented control system 
securely docks and precisely 
transfers the dual power and steer-
ing of the personal watercraft to 
the console of the boat. Windjet, 
which comfortably carries up to 
six adults and can reach speeds in 
excess of 40 mph. easily pulls a 
water-skier, and can also be 
driven and steered with one Sea-
Doo in place while the other is at 
play. Wit has a marine stereo, 
plentiful storage, sun deck, ice 
chest and vented hatches for 30 
gallons of additional fuel trans-
port. It also includes Windjet 
trailer, Bimimi shade top and 
travel cover. The Windjet tows 
beautifully on the water and 
serves as a versatile tender to big-
ger boats. The Wind jet: will cost 
you $2,600. 
I 0. Finally, to remember 
your trip and fun new toys, use 
Sony's new Super Steady Shot 
Digital Handycam. No bigger 
than a passport, it will shoot up to 
90 minutes in LP mode and fea-
tures a two-and-one-half-inch 
LCD screen to look at while you 
record. The Steady Shot also 
comes with digital stereo sound 
recording, I 20X digital zoom and 
digital editing capabilities. The 
photo mode fits more than 500 
stills on a single tape, making it 
an excellent handycam. The Sony 
Super Steady hot Digital 
Handycam costs $2,900. 
So if you're looking for that 
special item for yourself or pos-
sibly someone else and you have 
a few bucks to spend, look around 
for these I 0 extreme, excellent 
and expensive items. You can 
only make yourself or somebody 
else happier than they already are 
in the holidays to come. 
yet again. My parents do not understand. I have been working full-time for a couple of years. I thought my life was 
together, but I always had this nagging feeling in the back of my mind. I never knew what it was. Then I was talking 
to one of my friends who is in college. She told me, "I feel great I am almost done with my psychology degree. Then 
I will be with you in the work force." I thought that was fine. I was proud ofher. 
Why was I feeling jealous over her success? I had a job that was paying the bills. Is there more out there than just 
paying the bills? 
I remember the ordeal with my parents when I wanted to leave Western Illinois University (WIU). It was a typical 
Sunday afternoon when I decided to continue my ritual of calling my parents. That day was supposed to be the big one 
for me. I was going to tell my mom I wanted to come home from WIU. I had prepared myself all week. I had been 
practicing what I wanted to say and had great arguments to back it up. 
After I quickly gulped down some water to relieve my dry, scratchy throat, I finally picked up the phone. I found 
myself extremely nervous and could not understand where my nerve had gone in just a few moments. So, I hung up the 
telephone. As I tried to relax, I sat down on my roomie's bed. I thought to myself, "This should not be this hard. These 
are my parents, not strangers." After I pulled myself together, I reached for the cordless phone a second time. One by 
on~ I pushed each button, making sure I did not screw up, so I would have to start again. The number finally went 
~gh. After hearing, "AT&T," I knew there was no turning back. 
The first ring seemed to echo in my ear, then the second one just as long. So I thought, "Yes, they're not home!" 
Just as I was about to hang up, my dad answered, "Hello?" I swallowed, "Hi, Dad, is Mom around?" He answered 
sweetly, "No, she's out shopping with your sister. How are you?" I did not know what to do. I was not ready to talk to 
my father about school yet. I had planned to get my mom on my side first before approaching the "Big Man." "Oh, 
fme, I thought I would call and see what's going on at home," I finally spit out. 
Well, I decided I had nothing to lose, so I went for it. I told my dad I did not want to got to WIU anymore. He 
practically flipped! He wanted to know why. Why? Why? All the argun1ents I had ready for my mom seemed to slip 
my memory since my father was on the other end. I could not even think of one of my great reasons for leaving 
Western. 
I fmally decided to end my chatter with, "Uh, I was just thinking about it" He said with authority in his voice, 
"Well, stop thinking about it" I was speechless, which is not typical for me. "I 'm gonna get going now. Talk to you 
soon. I love you," I managed to say clearly as tears were streaming down my face. He just said, "Bye." 
I left Western the next semester. That is when I began my job as a receptionist It seems like an eternity ago. I was 
so determined. I hated the feeling of not accomplishing what I wanted, but I never finished college. I began thinking 
that I would like to go back to school for the second time. But where is a school that welcomes returning students? My 
friend goes to Governors State University. Maybe, I thought, that is the school for me. 
Making the decision to go back to school after all these years is tough. Especially if you have children and still need 
to work full-time. I think that returning to school to finish my education is the hardest and scariest thing. Going back 
to school when you do not know anyone, and you do not know your way around the school is also difficult. 
I know with the support of my family and friends, though, that coming to GSU is the correct decision for me. I 
know there are many new students like me who have just started out. It is a great feeling to know that others share my 
fears and apprehension. In the end, knowing I am back in school to get a degree is a warm and inviting emotion. The 
best feeling will be when the dream becomes a reality by receiving that diploma. 
Monday, December 15, 1997 -The INNOVATOR 
by Darry Gerwing 
-
Monday, December 15, 1997 -The INNOVATOR 
Famous Quotations 
Do you know who said these? 
1. Every man has his price. 
A. Walpole B. St. Thomas Aquinas C. Moore 
2. A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 
A. B. Franklin B. Cervantes C. Byron 
3. One boy is more trouble than a dozen girls. 
A. Plato. B. English Proverb C. Homer 
A. I am not now that which I had been. 
A. Shakespeare B. Chesterfield C. Byron 
5. You must look into people as well as at them. 
A. Homer B. Chesterfield C. Kipling 
6. When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; When health is 
lost, something is lost; When character is lost, all is lost! 
A. Anonymous B. Homer C. Voltaire 
7. In death a hero, as in life a friend. 
A. Homer B. Franklin C. Browning 
8. Every burned book enlightens the world. 
A. Tennyson B. Kingsley C. Emerson 
9. The great hope of society is individual character. 
A. Tennyson B. Cervantes C. Channing 
10. Talent is nurtured in solitude; character is formed in 
the stormy billows ofthe world. 
A. Goethe B. Keats C. Eliot 
ANSWERS: 1. A 2. B. 3. B. 4. B. 5. B 6. A 7. 
A 8.C. 9.C. IO.A. 
PLACE 
your 
CLASSIFIED AD IN 
THE INNOVATOR 
If you are a GSU student, advertise here free (sec page 2 for ~lana­
tion). Up to 25 words will be listed, but a copy of your GSU student 
ID must be included. All others, rate are 25¢ per word. Send in or 
drop off ad and proper ID at "INNOVATOR" drop box in student life 
or at the Innovator Office, Room A211 0. No ID, no free ad. Or, 
FAX your ad (with proper ID if student) to: (708) 534-8953. 
r----------------------~ 
Name ----------------------------------• 
Address ___________________________________ l 
City _____________________ .State. ____ .Zip _____ l 
Phone. _______________ ___;Amount Enclosed: $ _______ •1 
AD to read: ________________________________ 
1 
--------------------------------· 
------1 
Are you a GSU Student? o yes o no If student, copy of student ID 
enclosed? o yes 25 words maximum if student. If non student: 1 
number of words x 25¢ ea.=____________ 1 
If non-student, payment must accompany ad for ad to appear. 1 
---- ------
20 
ClASSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE 
New condo for sale in 
Richton Park. Tile in bath 
and kitche. Everything else 
new, as well, near I.C. 
$41,900. Call (708) 922-
96I3. 
Stats 371 textbook. Call 
(708) 235-2187. 
I SERVICES 
Considering abortion? 
There is concerned and 
confidential help available. 
Call (312) 62101100. Aid 
for Women. 
Have comuter needs but not 
sure where to go for help? 
For dependable service and 
low prices, call Karen at 
(815) 939-9027. 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
Excellent Extra Income 
Now! Envelope Stuffing-
$600-$800 every week. 
Free Details: SASE to In-
ternational Inc., 1375 Co-
ney Island Ave., Brooklyn, 
New York, 11230. 
USICIANS 
Seeking singers and 
musicians for 
contemporary worship 
band. Spirit of Joy 
Lutheran Church. (708) 
478-0344 or 
www .spiritofjoy .org 
Earn monthly 
commissions while poeple 
watch TV! Call now 24 
hours for your free info! 
1-800-357-2738 ext. 2 or 
visit www.tpw.com/il/ 
skorusa. 
Sell Web-TV. Provide 
Internet access from TV 
sets. No computer skills 
or expenence necessary. 
Aggressive self-starters 
only. Complete training. 
Free demonstration. (708) 
922-9780. 
-~-It pays w LOSE WEIGHT 
You Look Good You Feel Great And You 
Ctn EAR:\ EXTRA SSS with 
I .I{B:\LIFE 
C:\LL A:\~ (708) 503-0897 
The Polygon Puzzles 
by Dennis Thorn 
Hi everyone. Poets and lbc number four are in both of our puzzles today. Thanks 
to all of you who have asked qucstiooa about previous puzzles. Please continue 
doing so. 
1. Emily Dickinson and Gwendolyn Brooks each bad identical boxes of statio-
nery. Emily wrote all one-~cet letters and Gwendolyn wrote all two-sheet 
letters. Gwendolyn used all the sheets of paper and had four envelopes left over. 
How many sheets of paper 10d bow many envelopes did each box of stationery 
contain? 
2. Suppose Matthew Arnold goes back andlorth to wort by ehber the trolley 
or the bus. If be goes to work by trolley, then he comes borne by bus. When 
going to work, he takes the bus twice u oftea as he takes the trolley. He took the 
bus to work four times and came home by bus four times. He took the trolley a 
total of four times. How many times did be go to work and back? 
A. 4 B. 6 c. 8 D. 10 E. 12 
Word Power- Test your knowledge 
What is the correct definition of the following words? 
1. Rakehell 
a. Raise hell 4. Furkin 
b. Headstrong 
c. Pompous 
a. Distance relative 
b. A small barrel 
c. A small fire 
2. Ratite 
a. Designating a flightless bird 
b. An historic people 
c. A rope knot 
ANSWERS: 
3. Obtund 1. b. 
a. To make oval 2. a. 
b. Vague 
c. To deaden 
3. c. 
4. b. 
j\nswers to the Polygon Puzzles 
I. There were 16 sheets of paper and 12 envelopes. From Emily we know there 
were four more sheets than envelopes. From Gwendolyn we know there awere more 
than four envelopes. Trial and error gives the answer in a short amount of time. For 
a solution using algebra visit me in Student Development. 
2. B. 6 The only relevant information is that he made eight one-way trips by buS 
and four one-way trips by trolley. That's a total of 12 one-way trips, so that means 
he made six round-trips. 
